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INDIA 


"INDIAN EXPRESS’ DISCUSSES KHALISTAN MOVEMENT 
B¥ 190945 Delhi INDIAN EXPRESS in English 8 Jul 81 p 6 
{[Editorial: “Bad It") 


{Text} It is time members of the Sikh community put their heads together to 
give the concept of Khalistan an early burial. Otherwise, there is the danger 
that intellectuals will resuscitate it by decrying the concept in endless 
conferences and conventions, and of Mr Zail Singh keeping it alive by repeated 
assertions that only a handful of extremists are behind the Khalistan movement. 
Indeed an overwhelming majority of the Sikhs has repudiated the "Sikh nation" 
theory by ignoring it. The controversy is kept alive, strangely enough, not 
by the strong communal appeal inherent in the demand, but by extraneous forces 
and considerations. A measure of support from across the border and financial 
help from wealthy Sikhs abroad seem to sustain a pernicious movement which 
contains within it seeds of separatier and even secession. 


The sad part of the story is that the whole Khalistan campaign could have been 
nipped in the bud had the Union Home Ministry acted in March when it first resred 
its ugly head. Mr Zail Singh not only took his own time to react to the threat 
posed by the Akali extremists, but gave the impression of being pleased by the 
emb.rrasement it causea the chief minister, Mr Darbara Singh. The continuing 
rivalry between the union home minister and ‘he Punjab chief minister has led to 
suspicions that a section of the Congress-I may be behind the separatist movement. 


As for the Akalis, they seem to be vacilating between the Khalistan concept and 
its watered down version, the autono ws Sikh state within the union of India 
as propounded in the Akali Dal's famous resolution at Anandpur Sahib in 1973. 
Between the ambivalence of the Akalis and the waywardness of the Congress-I, 
the average Sikh is confused over the rights and wrongs of the issve. If 
Khalistan has not grown to the proportion of an Assam agitation, it is only due 
to the good sense of the majority of the Sikh community. And therein lies 

the hc e that Khalistan will die a natural death. 
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"INDIAN EXPRESS’ CRITICIZES GANDHI'S WHEAT IMPORT 


BKL614.7 Delhi INDIAN EXPRESS in English 11 Jul 61 p 6 
{[Editorial: “Importing Wheat") 


[Text] That India has had to purchase 1.5 million tonnes of wheat from the United 
States after having harvested a record % million tonnes of it is among the more 
shocking results of the government's economic mismanagement. India's self- 
sufficiency in foodgrain during the past five years--it managed to do without 
imports even after the 1979 drought--has been its most shining achievement in the 
eyes of the world. The incongruity of our resorting to imports when production 
is at ite peak and the trade balance low cannot escape international attention. 
Though the quantity purchased is admittedly small, compared to indigenous produc- 
tion, it will still add an estimated $750 million, including freight, to our 
already staggering trade deficit. The government's decision to import edible 

oil and sugar will make the position worse. 


It is hard to justify buying these commdities from abroad, in howsoever limited 
quantities, when their domestic preduction is more than sufficient to meet our 
needs. While the increasing burden of importe of petroleum, cement, fertiliser 
and, at times, steel is unavoidable, the same cannot be said the items like 
foodgrain, edible oil and sugar. Indeed, international mnetary institutions, 
the reserve bank and the planning commission have repeatedly warned the government 
to observe precisely this discipline. 


Even more bewildering than the import of wheat, sugar and edible oil is the 
justification #iven for the move by the prime minister. Mrs Gandhi has claimed 
that domestic preduction of these items being comfortable, it was the right time 
to augment stocks through imports. The appare t «ontradiction, glossed over by 
the prime minister, results from the fact that a sizable part of the production 
has been cornered by hoarders and hence is not available through the public 
distribution system or in the open market at reasonable prices. Hence, the 

need to induce traders and farmers to bring out their stocks and to keep prices 
under control. The danger is that imports at prices substantially higher than 

in India-- he cost of wheat bought in the United States works out to abouc 

twice the domestic price--will add to deficit financing, and consequently inflation. 
Has the government no remedy against hoarders? Mrs Gandhi is not averse to using 
draconian laws for political ends, but fights shy of taking action against 
farmers and traders. And the penalty must be paid by the people. 
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INDIA 


INSURGENCY CUTS CRESCEN] ACROSS NORTHEAST 
BKL91059 Delhi INDIAN EXPRESS in English 7 Jul 81 p 7 
[Artic le by Sheknar Gupta) 


(Text) Imphal, 6 Jul (EXPRESS News Service)--Insurgency now cuts a clear crescent 
across the most sensitive regions of the northeast with a near-complete tie-up 
between the Muivah-Isak group of Naga rebele and Manipur's People's Liberation 
Army. Add to this the increasing activity of the tax-collecting bands of the 
Mizo National Front and reports of the formation of # government-in-exile in 

the Chittagong Hill tracts by Tripuri tribal rebels, and the scenario has the 
makings of a situation similar to that in the late sixtirs. 


"The only mercy now is that there is at least no direct support to the rebels 
from Pakistan or China,” said a local observer. 


The nerve centre of the insurgency operations is now Imphal, perhaps the most 
neavily guarded state capital in the country. 


Manipur continues to be under the provisions of the Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act with military and paramilitary forces stationed in the Imphal valley and 
around the tribal hillside. But security agencies invariably get to know only 
a day after his disappearance that Angelus, “foreign secretary" of Muivah's 
Naga National Socialist Council (NSCN) was in town. Just as elusive is another 
regular visitor to town, self-styled Lt. Colonel Massasso of the NSCN. The 
nonchalance with which they make appearances in the heavily guarded city shows 
the amount of protection and patronage they get from the Meitei rebels of the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA), led by N. Bisheshar Singh. The PLA has strong 
pockets of sympathisers all over the Imphal valley. 


Tbe tie-up between the PLA and the NSCN--both of which swear by ‘arxism--is believed 
to be the result of two factors. One was the desperate need for patronage for 

each group in the territories dominated by the other. The Nagas control the 

hills which the Meiteis operate in the valley. The second was the realisation 

that once they had decided to take on an enemy as formidable as the Indian 

security forces, it was imperative that they bury their differences for a while 

and fight a joint battle. Muivah had some time ago issued an appeal to all 
insurgent groups in the region to unite and face the “common enemy." It worked. 








There is no evidence of the establishment of « joint command. This is considered 
more or less impossible, But the coordination among the rebel groups ‘s thorough. 
The army in Manipur has evidence of the link-up from the interrogation of six 
Manipuri youths arrested recently. The youths were trying to cross into 

Burma through the obscure Tirap district of Arunachal Pradesh which the rebels 
have been frequenting for some time, These Meitei youths were flown to Imphal 

for interrogation where they admitted to having been on their way to one of the 
Burma-based training camps of Muivah's NSCN, 


The reports of their interrogation only corroborate the information given to the 
security forces by Ibohanbi Singh, the chieftain of the ultra-radical Communist 
Party of Kangleipak. 


But there are two questions that plague security officers. How far will the 
two groups go in helping each other and will coordination attempts spread 
further south to the Mizoram and Tripura territories? There is already evidence 
of some small extremist bands from Assam seeking training and help from Muivah. 


Security officers are inclined to believe that the link between the Meitei and 
the NSCN is unlikely to survive for long. 


Manipur has had a history of mutual distrust between plainsmen and hill tribes. 
Also, given the fact that both Muivah and Bisheshar have strong ideological 
inclinations and that both are regarded as demi-gods by their respective 
followers, a struggle for overall supremacy between them is a possibility, 

“and you cannot expect Vaishnavite Meiteis of the plains and christian Nagas 

of the hills to accept a common leader," said a source. 


There are other points on which differences may emerge between the two rebel 
leaders. Muivah is a Naga from the Thangkhul tribe inhabiting the Manipur 
hills bordering Nagaland. Evidently he draws most of his support and recruits 
from there with not more than a symbolic representation from the Naga heartland 
which he aspires to lead on its way out of the Indian union. Faced with the 
customary tribal resistance to a leader from a distant tribe, his strategy is 
to demand a greater, independent Nagaland, which includes “he Naga territories 
of Manipur and Burma, apovt from the present state of Nagaland. This is his 
unly card. And this is vhere he will have differences with Bisheshar, who 
fancies himself as leader of more than just the Imphal valley. Finally, though 
they are leftists, Bisheshar and Muivah have strong ideological dif ferences. 





If events proceed along a logical course, the tie-up between the extremist groups 
may not be of a lasting value. But the question is how wuch damage will it 
cause before the break comes. 
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INDIA 


"INDIAN EXPPESS' DISCUSSES F-16 ISSUE 
BK111310 Delhi INDIAN EXPRESS in English 2 Jul 81 p 6 
[Editorial by Ravi Rikh. >: "The F<16 Issue: Frightening Ourselves to Death") 


[Text] We are in the danger of frightening ourselves to death over the supply 
of F-l6s to Pakistan. 


Though the aircraft itself is a formidable fighter, the supply will not alter 
the existing air balance between India and Pakistan. This is because no matter 
how good a weapon it may be, it cannot compensate for the paucity of numbers 
and Pakistan can never acquire enough F-l6s to offset the Indian air force's 
many strengths. 


The F-16 undeniably represent. a new dimension in air warfare in south Asia. 
Presently, it seems likely that the standard version, the F-16A with the F-100 
engine, will be supplied to Pakistan ~ather than the oft-mentioned "export 
fighter" version with the less capable modified J~79 engine. The first has 
25,000 pounds of maximum thrust, compared to 18,000 pounds for the second: 
equally important, at most speeds the F-100 uses half the fuel of the J-79, so 
that for most conditions, the F-16A has twice the range of the "de-rated" 
version cailed the F-16/79. 


The de-rated version, however, as yet exists only in prototype, whereas the 

standard version is already in service in six air forces. If, as reportec in 
the press, Pakistan is tc get "immediately" some F-l6s, these will have to be 
the standard versions. Later, should the de-rated version become available, 
considerations of encine and systems standardisation will even then militate 


against its supply. 


The plane is a multi-purpose fighter, performing with equal facility in both 
air superiority and strike missions. It was designed as a lower-cost complement 
to the F-15, the best air superiority fighter in existence. The F-16's strike 
capability was, for that reason, supposed to be secondary. Thanks to various 
advances in the electronics field and to some unexpected gains in airframe and 
engine design, however, a strike capability has ewerged that, in the view of 
some experts, makes the F-16 a better fighter-bomber. 





From the Indian viewpoint, the F-16's capability can be stated as follows. It 

is as good as the Jaguar for deep-penetration and better than the Mig~-21 or Mig-23 
for air superiozity roles. For example, it is as agile as the legendary gnat, 
while tlying twice as fast, with four times the range and with six air-to-air 
missiles, 


Say ng all this ma: apparently make nonsense of my earlier statement that the 

F-l6 will not aiter the Indo-Pakistani air balance. Though at present the supply 
ot one squadron with 15 or 16 aircraft has been agreed upon (always assuming 

that the usially cranky U.S. Congress approves the sale), over the long-term 
around four squadrons and 80 aircraft are likely to be involved. Taking into 
account delivery constraints, the first squadron could become operational by early 
1983 if the aircraft at present earmarked for the U.S. Air Force are given to 
Pakistan; the second squadron will become operational in 1985 from new-delivery 
aircraft; and the rest will come into service by 1987. 


On present-day plans alone the IAF will by 1985 have in service 4 Jaguar, 

10 Mig-23/27 and 16 Mig-21 squadrons, without taking into account any specific 
additional response to the F-16; by 1987 India will have around % squadrons with 
high-performance aircraft, totalling over 750 planes. ‘ompare this to Pakistan's 
likely total of under 200 high-performance aircraft, consisting of 100 Mirage 3/5s 
and 80 F-l6s. 


It shousd become apparent that with more than a three-to-one superiority in high- 
performance aircraft, the IAF need not be overly concerned with the introduction 
of the F-16 into the PAF. The F-16, good as it is, cannot compensate for the 
shortage of numbers in the PAF. 


The concern being, expressed in [ndia about the F-16's bombing accuracy is quite 
valid. It is being said that Pakistan will now have the capability to attack 
Indian nuclear reactors and to interdict Indian communication lines all the way 
between Delhi and the Pakistan border. It would be unwise for India to ignore 
these implications. But three points need be mde: 


First, should Pakistan so choose, it can put the Indian nuclear reactors under a 
threat with its existing fleet of Mirages, especially those Mirages that have 
been reequipped with new navigation attack system. They would probably need more 
Mirages than F-l6s to be sure of hitting each target, say a dozen Mirages as 
opposed to eight F-l6s, but in practical terms this is not a significant disad- 
vantage. The F-16 is going to be one of the first aircraft in the world capable 
of autonomous delivery of "smart-bombs." Right now aircraft function in pairs 
for this mission, one to “paint” the target with laser radiation to enable 

bombs ‘rom the other to home in with great accuracy. 


Nonetheless, laser-designator systems are available for use on the Mirage; and 
the fact that two aircraft would have to be used instead of one F-16 is, again, 
not too significant if we are talking of important strategic targets such as 
nuclear reactors. 


The real point is not a technical one. It is a political one in that Pakistan 
would be foolish to attack an Indian nuclear reactor, because that would give 
India a carte blanche to attack every economic target of significance in Pakisian. 














And whereas Lndia can blast every single important steelplant, oil refinery and 
powerstation in Pakistan, the latter can touch only those which are located in 
western India. Moreover, we have many more deep-strike aircraft available for 
use in the period under discussion than does Pakistan. So Pakistan would doubt- 
less be the loser in such an exchange. 


Second, Pakistan already has the capability to interdict our western lines of 
communication, The Mirage may not compare favourably with the F-16 in payload- 
overrange, but it is no slouch, either, It can carry two-tonnes over 300 miles 
compared to three-tonnes for the F-16,. The Indian army is fully aware of the 
threat to its communication lines and has already taken counter-measures like 
forvard-dumping of supplies and a shift of many major army units closer to the 
border as at Bhatinda and Gurdaspur. 


Third, my personal suspicion is that we are unlikely to see many F-l6s in the 
Indian skies; they are goi.g to have their hands full, protecting Pakistan 
air space against marauding IAF Jaguars and Mig-23s, of which India has great 
Many entering service. In India we usually choose to forget the effect of our 
own weapon purchases on Pakistan. Moreover, we also play down Pakistan's 
weaknesses. Today Pakistan has only about 25-30 high-performance aircraft 
(the Mirage 3EP) available for defence against the Indian Jaguars when they go 
in at highspeed at very low levels. With Ind. likely to have 300 Jaguars and 
Mig-23s by 1985, Pakistan has a very serious air defence problem emerging. 


The F-16's radar can "look-up" or "look-down" at various ranges up to 60 miles 
and this will be a great help indeed. But, again, there is the problem of 
numbers; even with 40 F-l6s by 1985 it is doubtful if more than a token number 
can be spared for offensive missions. 8; i987 when the PAF will have 80 of them, 
then the IAF will have 500 aircraft capable of striking any worthwhile target 

in Pakistan. 


What makes me so sure that the U.S. will deliver no more than 80 F-l6s to 
Pakistan? Why not 150 or even 200? For one thing, Pakistan cannot pay for 

even if it obtains very generous grants from the Arabs. For another, 

U.S. has always acted to limit Pakistan's offensive capability For 
example, in 1954-65 only 26 B-57 bombers were supplied to the PAF, whereas 
India had three times as many Canberras. Between 1976 and 1980, the U.S. 
refused to supply Pakistan with any attack aircraft despite India's steadily 
ing air capability. Eighty F-l6s represent, in fact, the upper end 
tential U.S. supply--right now only about 40 are likely to be included 
e just-concluded arms jeal. Given Pakistan's dire need to modernise its 
ground forces, it is hard to see how money can be spared for a larger F-16 
order at present. 





Instead of coolly calculating the odds, what many commentators and spokesmen 
are doing is to make the F-16 look like a magic weapon that puts India at 

its mercy. This was done earlier with the F-86 Sabre fighter and the M-47 
Patton tanks. These were no better than the Indian Hunter and Centurion 
fespectively. But by building up a fear psychosis, Indians themselves did 
half of Pakistan's work for it before a single shot was fired. Th’. psychosis 








inhibited the conduct of our relations with Pakistan in the period 1954-65, and 
even the conduct of our operations against Pakistan in 1971 when we had a huge 
supectority both in quality and quantity of weapons. 


We always object to being equated with Pakistan. Then by our actions we make 
it inevitable that others do it. Foreigners are saying, Indians have Jaguars 
and Mig-23s outnumbering Pakistani F-l6s by many times, yet they are frightened 
of the Pakistan Air Force." The Pakistanis have been saying: We're a tenth of 
India's size, but we can beat them any time." 


[t is hardly surprising that after reading the scare stories in their own press 
the men of Indian armed forces start doubting their own capabilities. The fact 
of the matter is that even if India made no specific counter to the F-l6s, it can 
defeat Pakistan in the air any day of the year. Yes, we would lose more 

Jaguars and Mig-23s than we would had Pakistan no F-l6s. But wars are not won 
or lost in the basis of superior capabilities of just one or even wany weapons. 
Numbers, tactics, better weapons in other area and plain luck all have their 

role to play. 


All the same, India will respond to Pakistan's acquisition of the F-16. One 
analyst has said somewhat cynically: "The best thing for the IAF is the 
Pakistani F-16; Pekistan will get 40 F-26s and IAF will stampede the government 
into buying 150 Mirage 2000s as a counter." 


After the 1965 war we used to go around saying: "It's the man and not the weapon 
that counts.” Even so, since 1966 the government of India has been firmly 
committed to giving the best weapons possible to the military. So an equal 

to the F-16 will be given to the IAF. Can we now concentrate on being better 
men--at least, better informed men? 
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INDONESIA 


BKPM'S BLACK LIST DRAWS PROTEST FROM FIRMS 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 13 Jun 81 pp 13-14 


[Text] The BKPM [Capital Investment Coordinating Body) has announced it will act 
againet hundreds of firme which “stubbornly” do not provide reporte on their 
activities. There have been many protests made against thie announcement by firme 
which are not guilty but whose names appeared on the BKPM list. 


Abdullah Hasan, president and director of Firma Aceh Kongsi, with ite headquarters 
in Medan, stopped short when reading the announcement of the Capital Investment 
Coordinating Body (BKPM) on 1 June. The reason was that he felt he had fulfilled 
all requirements and had sent in a Form A report last year. However, the name of 
his firm was included in the BKPM "Black List." “I don't think that our firm hae 
been uncooperative. If it is so regarded, that is a matter for the BKPM,” he said 
to a TEMPO representative last week in Banda Aceh. Indeed, his firm, which had just 
completed construction of tne Ministry of Finance building which was officially 
opened by the president last Monday [9 June], had never been informed or warned that 
it was not in compliance with the regulations. 


“he BKPM announcement--containing P. NN [Domestic Capital Investment) List 943 and 
PMA [Foreign Capital Investrent] List 187, which tock up 3 newspaper pages--was 
rather a shock to PT Kramayudha Surabaya Mojopahit Motors (KSMM). “Since 1978 we 
have obtained PMDN facilities. And the PMDN still rays this?" asked the director 
general of KSMM, Banbang Sudarsono, to TEMPO. An official of the BKPM office in 
East Java was aleo surprised to read the announcement, which was issued while the 
chairman of BKPM, Suhartoyo, wae in the United States. “In fact, only 10 percent 
of the 380 officially-approved PMDN ‘irm: in East Java have not yet reported,” 

he said. In the announcement which .as signed by Deputy Chairman R H B Mochtan of 
the BKPM, it was stated that there were 110 PMDN firme in East Java which had not 
reported. 


A number of firms which had not reported in fact were concerned to see their names 
included in the "Black List.” This means that they are threatened with having their 
facilities withdrawn and their business permits canceled if they do not send in 
Form A report by 30 June. “We indeed have not yet reported. The report has 
prepared, and it is just a matter of taking it there,” said the manager of a 
drinks firm on Jalan Bekasi Raya in Jakarta. The firm has pow reported to the 
BKPM office in Jakarta, which had once reminded it to submic its report. 


* 

















Why did so many fleme fail to report? “There are some who have died, were negligent, 
or misunderstood,” said an official in the BKPM, For example, a firm which no 

longer receives PMDN facilities is etill required to report. We admitted that the 
supervisory mechaniam in the BKPM iteelf is leas than perfect. "Since there were 
two policies in effect from the beginning, which were rather in conflict with one 
rey the BKPM is required to encourage capital investment but must aleo supervise 
t,” he said, 


ivery firm which is not yet producing is required to submit a Form A report cace 
every 6 months, The report form--provided with directions and legal provisions 14 
pages thick==is sent out to all firme approved under the PMD) and PMA programe. 

Ae tor Ctirme which are already producing, they are only required to report at the 
end of each year. The report covers factual matters: provision of capital, use of 
capital, facilities available, conatruction developments, production and market ing, 
and the assignments of management and Labor. 


The BKPM aleo has other “eyes” to watch directly over the activity of a business 
firm. "A team coordinated by the regional office of the BKPM undertakes a visit of 
inspection to the firm itself,” the BKPM official eaid. The joint team consists of 
the regional office of the technical ministry involved in the construction activity, 
the regional office of the Directorate General of Taxation, and others. The results 
of the visit, in the form of an Inepection Agenda Report (BAP), are sent to the BKPM 
for a review of ite contents. This system has only been in effect since last year. 
"The central office of the BKPM only becomes involved if there is a case which 
requires resolution at the central level," said another BKPM official. 


Elephant and Ant 


The two kinds of reports become the basis for the BKPM to review and hana down 
penalties. Because of the lack of complete information it appears that the 
publication of the BKPM "Black List” brought protests form 411 sides. For example, 
PT Andira Steel Indonesia was carried as a PMA [Foreign Capital Investment] firm 
from East Java which had not reported. “In fact the firm had changed ite name to 
PT Lepat Indo and had reported under its new name," said a BKPM official of the 
Fast Java office in explanation. Of course, the steel firm belonging to Edi Kowara 
just remained quiet. Meanwhile, PT Ondo Carbide in Surabaya, which was listed in 
first place among 14 PMA firms which have not yet reported, up to the present has 
engaged in no business activity a. all. 


Why did it happen thie way? “There may just have been an error,” suggested an 
official who handles supervison in the BKPM. “However, the bulk of those listed do 
not resort because the proprietor is dead, they have merged with another firm, or 
they have changed address.” Apart from that, BKPM supervisory personnel are very 
few in number. 


Whatever th case, the major announcement issued by BKPM shows that the body which 
handles capital investment now has teeth. “It mikes no difference whether they are 
in the elephant or ant class. If the firm is considered to have been in the wrong, 
action will be taken against it,” he said. 


10 











From the long liet which has been iseued, the namew of many leading figures appear. 
for example, there is Probosutejo, the owner of the Mercu Buana Group. One of the 
Probosutejo firme in Medan wae included in the WKPM liat. However, in a 

statement to TEMPO the well-known busineseman eatd that he “did not know if the 
firm in Medan received a warning from the BKP’ 


5170 
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INDONESIA 


FORMER CRIMINALS JOIN REHABILITATION GROUPS 


Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 20 Jun 81 pp 49-50 


[Text] Former criminals in Java are joining together to become police assistants 
or security guards. Will this lead to criminal activity? 


The Mohammad Tohe bus terminal in Bandung, which was once considered haunted and 
was an easy mark for pickpockets, is now secure. “Ii someone's pocket is picked, 
let him just come to the head office of Prems," ([Preme-Rehabilitation Project for 
Former Criminals on the Way to Prosperity!], said Aceng Eno, chairman of the West 
Java office of Preme and Associates. 


Ex-convicts in West Java are now joining the organization Prems and Associates, 

which has a 3 x 4 meter office at the gates of Taman Ria park in Bandung. Activity 
in the office is almost the same as that in a police office. At any given time 

some membe.s of Prems are coming into or leaving the office. When a report comes 

in regarding an incident of blackmail, pocket-picking, threats against an 
individual, or theft, Prems immediately sends several members to arrest the criminal. 
If the criminal turns out to be a member of Prems itself, he is beaten up before 

he is turned over to the police. If he is a previously unknown criminal, he is 

dire ‘tly taken to the autho ities. 


Preas, which means the Rehabilitation Project for Former Cr minals on the Way to 
Prosperity, has ite central office in Project Senen in Central Jakarta. This 
organization was established on 10 November 1979 by several well-known ex-convicts: 
TG W Agus (chairman of the central office of Prems), Andreas Th W, and Leobardo. 
The central office is also responsible for West Java (including Banten) and the 
city of Jakarta. 


The West Java office of 'reme itself was only established on 20 January 1981 with 
about 50,000 members who returned sembership forms, out of 90,000 forms which vere 
sent out. Members consist not only of ex-convicts but also young children who 

have left «chool. For that reason the emphasis in ite activity is g. en to finding 
work for the members. 


Young men who have no skills are first provided with training by the LKK 
(Neighborhood Skills Training Program), a project of the West Java provincial 
government. Members who can play 4 musical instrument are channeled through the 
Destika Malay Orchestra, which was set up by Prem. Others are sent to work as 
apprentice bue drivers. The bulk of the members become security guards at factories; 
bus, train, or air terminals; or at movie theaters. 
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Not infrequently Prema is asked by the police to help in finding a criminal. 

For example, the police asked for assistance from Prema in arresting Budi Anggoro, 
who shot Serma Marinir Suyono, Budi Anggoro was caught by Prema members on Jalan 
M Toha, in Bandung, 6 montha ago. 


Aceng Eno, 40 years old, chairman of the Weat Java branch of Prema, was once 
sentenced to 15 years in jail for involvement in disturbances in Weat Java and 
Jakarta. “Living on money obtained from houee-breaking, although it was comfortable, 
was not a quiet way to live," he says, giving the reason why he changed. For that 
reason for members of Prems who are known to have committed a further crime, the 
riske are considerable. “Apart from being turned over to the police, here they 

are first given a beating,” said a young man wearirg an open, figured shirt and with 
a tough=looking face. 


However, even when it is not involved, Prems is often the object of suspicion if a 
crim is committed. Although it was established with the help of the Police Special 
Branch and the West Java Police, as well as Golkar, Prems was also investigated 

at the time of the recent attack on Cicendo police post in Bandung. As a result 
Aceng Eno, in the name of the West Java office of Prema, later issued a statement 
condemning that terrorist act. Then it turned out that those responsible for the 
incident were members of the Imron group. 





Doubts on the part of the security authorities are also often directed at the Akars 
organization (The Beginning of Awareness of the Sons of Surabaya) in Sucabaya, 
although its defender, Police Col Harsono Prayitno, is the chief of police of 
Surabaya. "If there is a holdup or a house-breaking, our help is always asked, and 
we are also asked questions,” said Phitong R, a member of Akars in Surabaya. 

Indeed, the doubts are also felt in the community at large. Almost all business 
firms in Surabaya dislike employing Akars members, although they ure provided with 
recommendations from various government offices. “One busisess firm even decided 

to make a contribution of Rp 50,000, rather than employ an Akers member,” complained 
Mamack, an ex-convict who became the chairman of Akars. 


In the near future all former gang organizations and individuals in Central Java 

and the Special Area of Yogyakarta will join in the ‘Dawn of Hopes" [Fajar Menyingsing) 
ol. ganization, which is part of the Mass Awareness Association of Indonesia (HMKI). 
The pattern of activity of this organization is almost the same as in other areas. 
That is, it tries to find jobs for its members. At Pasar Johar Park in Semarang 
there ‘* no longer the string of thefts of property after the watter was turned 

over to the “Fajar Menyingsing” organization of HMKI. “Previously, almost every 

day a motorbike disappeard, but now these incidents are liable to be seen," 

said Mudjiono, commander of the detachment at Pasar Johar Park. Indeed, the chairman 
of the HMKI, Wahyu, promised: “If security problems are turned over to us, if 
necessary I will provide » security guard in every store on Jalan Pemuda in 
Semarang.” Wahyu was not exaggerating, for in Central Java and the Special Area 

of Yogyakarta almost 20,000 individuals are listed as members of HMKI. 
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HMKI was originally established with the necworks of the gangs (Gali--Gabungan 
Liar] and former gang organizations after the anti-CGhinese riote in Central Java 

in November, 1980. About 700 current and former gang members were arrested. 

Among them were 30° tndividuals who were sent to Ambarawa prison to learn a trade. 
Howe vor, they thought that the training provided while they were there was not very 
good, "It just coet money, while the wives and children of those being rained 

had no means of supporting themeelves," said Wahyu. 


Out of that experience came the idea that they should set up an organization, so 
that they could return to a lawful way of Life and not have to be sought by the 
police any more. This idea they developed further after their period of training 
at Ambarawa. <A community leader of Chinese descent in Semarang, Sutikno Wijaya, 
who is also general chairman of the Indonesian Community of Mixed Ancestry 
|[Paguyuban Masyarakat Indonesia], wanted to stretch out a hand to them. “Becouse 
they expressed regret and want to go straight, I was touched," Sutikno said. 


A ceremony at which they promised to go straight was held by about 150 gang leaders 
from Central Java at the Semarang Youth Hall on 26 April 1981. Before government 
officials they promised they would leave behind their lives of crime. 


However, up to the present this promise of theirs is still not fully accepted at 
face velue. The fact of the matter is that officially the commander of Military 
Region VIL in Central Java, who is also the chief of the Special Branch, has not 
yet given eoproval to their organization. Meanwhile, members who nave entered tht 
organization really want to break with the past, but because of the withholding 

of official approval, up to now they are still unemployed. "I am afraid that 
final’ they won't be able to go on being unemployed and may return to the only 
world .oey knew up to now, that is, stealing and house-breaking,” said Wahyu, who 
admitted that he had begun to pawn household furnishings to provide maney for his 
family to live on. 


Their only uodertaking which has gone well is managing the .wo-lane parking space 
of the City of Semarang, the result of a winning tender of Rp 46 million. However, 


they still regard the profits as a minimum achievement, because this money was 
obtained from Sutikno and must ».e paid back. 


The official permit for their organization in fact is being processed at the 

Central Java Directorate of Social and Political Affairs. Generally, members of 

the Central Java Provincial Executive Council do not object to the organization. 

A member of the Council said, “The important thing is that their old way of life 
must disappear. The group must not be used to strenthen itself for other purposes,“ 
he added, stating that he did not wish his name to be mentioned. However, this 
official did not state what was the reason why the commander of Military Region 
VII/DPiponegoro had not yet given official approval to the HMKI. 


KOTIKAM (Se.urity Center Command) is an organization of former gang members which 
contributed to the Golkar victory in the Special Area of Yogyakarta during the 

1971 general elections. With 1,500 members spread out in the cities of Yogyakarta, 
Klaten, and Magelang, KOTIKAM is now being amalgamated inte AMPI (Indonesian Young 


Renewal Generation). 


When the racial disturbances pvroke out in Surakarta and Semarang [in November, 1980], 
KOTIKAM in Yogyakarta was successful in keeping its area calm. "Imagine, if there 
had been no such organization as KOTIKAM, there would certainly have been widespread 


destruction, such as occurred in Sole,” said Suryono, secretary of KOTIKAM. 
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INDONESIA 


BUYUNG, LEGAL AID SOCIETY FOUNDER, CALLED 'PRIMA DONNA’ 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 13 Jun 81 p 72 


[Text] There are two things which have astonished Adnan Buyung Nasution at the 
same time. First, there is the report about Ali Murtopo, minister of information, 
criticizing his Legal Aid Society [LBH] as engaging in politics and business. 
Secondly, there is the lett r of Minister of Justice Ali Said which, he says, 
“appoints me an adviser to the minister in the field of legal assistance." The 
astonishing reports became public at the same time at the end of last month. 


The LBH-Buyung Nasution has become something Like a compound noun. The history of 

LBH began when buyung, a Batak born in Jakarta and with the title of Raja Namorasution 
(45 years old), gave thought to the poor and those ignorant of the law who need legal 
assistance in facing charges in the courts. Buyung, holder of the International 

Legal Aid Award (1976), at the time was serving as public prosecutor in small cities Like 
Bekasi, Cikarang, and Tanggerang. 


Overseas, when he had the opportunity to study in Australia, his mind was opened: 
why don't the poor people have access to free legal aid? But what could he do as 
a public prosecutor? The minister of justice, at the time Prof Oemar Seno Adji, 

advised him to change profession first and become a lawyer. 


But this was not enough. Prof Soemicro Djojohadikusumo and Mochtar Lubis added a 
condition: to provide free legal assistance, they said, a defense attorney must 

have sufficient income. Buyung took the step: after leaving the Office of the Public 
Prosecutor (1968), he set up a legal consultancy office. 


On each visit overseas, to America, Germany, or the Netherlands, he found occasion 

to study legal aid bodies or societies. Thus, at the Third Congress of the Indonesian 
Lawyers Association [PERADIN| in 1949 the eldest son of the well-known journalist 

and former director of Antara News Agency, Rachmat Nasution, dared to present his 

idea of establishing the Legal Aid Society [LBH]. He certainly scored a goal and 

he was promptly urged to establish it. In that connection various government agencies 
were asked for their blessing. It was not just a blessing that he obtained from 

the Jakarta municipal government. The governor of the city at that time, Ali Sadikin, 
even gave him a subsidy of Rp 300,000 per month, with the comment that there would 

be no objection if, from time to time, the LBH represented people suing the city. 

Some time after the official opening of the office Ali Murtopo, in the name of Golkar 
[government political group], also contributed several Vespa motor bikes. A dinner 

at the home of a contracter at Jalan Ketapang 3 (West Jakarta) celebrated the official 
opening of the LBH. 
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After that those seeking justice came to the office and were busy every day until 
aiter midnight. Fortunateiy, the legal consultancy office could be run by assiatante. 
Buyung Nasution was thus able to devote himself fulltime to working for his LBH, 

This included launching the slogans, “Dissolve KOPKAMTIB" [Security and Order Command] 
and “repeal the low on subversion." That action, added to the accusation that he 

had participated in planning the 15 January incident, led to his being arrested and 
held for 22 months as a “subversive criminal” in a case which has not been brought 

to trial. 


Recently, Buyung has established the Indonesian Legal Aid Society Foundation, together 
with leaders Like Ali Sadikin, Hoegeng Iman Santoso, Jakob Utama, and others. The 
Foundation has recently been accepted by the PERADIN Congress as a body of PERADIN 
which is only morally responsible to the Congress. However, the Congress has also 
assumed several obligations. For example, the Congress has prohibited members of 
PERADIN trom becoming members or directors of legal assistance bodies or organizations 
other than the LBH. In this connection it is clear that many PERADIN Lawyers 

were providing tree legal assistance outside of the LBH. 


However, on the floor of the Congress Buyung, who has 4 children, has the appearance 
of prime donna. Whenever he is free, women students swarm around him--there are some 
who follow him about all the time. But the one who looks at him the most carefully 
is also a woman, a Lawyer named Nurbany Yusuf, who withdrew from PERADIN before her 
expulsion was read. 
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PRK FACES PROBLEMS OF RESURGENCE OF KHMER ROUGE, SLOWDOWN IN INTERNATIONAL AID 
Paris LE MONDE DIPLOMATICUE in French Jul 80 p 3 


[Article by Nayan Chanda] 





{Text} Two and a half years after ite birth, the People's Republic of Kampuchea is 
still an international pariah. While diplomatic recognition is long in coming and 
the Khmer Rouge resistance persists, backed by the countries belonging to the Asso- 
ciation of iations of Southeast Asia (ASEAN) (Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand), China and the West, the government faces an additional 
difficulty: minta,sing the thrust of the rebirth at a time when international aid 
is rapidly declining. This rebirth is nothing short of a miracle. A nation that 
not long ago faced the threat of genocide, famine and die-ase, is being resuscitated 
thanks to the tenacity of its people and massive international aid (over $1 biliion 
since 1979). The country may be short 100,000 tons of rice before the next harvest, 
but the shortage will be made up by the World Food Program and S.viet aid. The 
danger of famine has been averted. 


After the harvest, marriages are ce!ebrated throughout the country, as was the cus- 
tom before the Khmer Rouge revolution. After years of death and suffering, peace 
and the return to normal life have resulted in a baby boom. Buddhist ceremonies 
once again take place with the traditional pomp and the destroyed pagodas are being 
rebuilt, decorated with new effigies of Buddha. The postal service is beginning 
to operate, not without setbacks and delays, inside the country and abroad. The 
national currency, the riel, reintroduced in 1980 after 4 years of an autarchic and 
nonmonetary economy, revived the market. Thanks to private reserves of gold and 
jewels and to large-scale contraband with Thailand which they financed, the Phnom 
Penh and Battambang markets are chock-full of foreign products: soap, sandals, 
minicassettes and even bicycles. Hundreds of shops: bakeries, photographers, 
dentists’ offices, radio and auto repair shops, line the streets of Phnom Penh, 
once deserted. Only 2 years ago, the capital was a ghost city, silent and dis- 
turbing. Today, it has a population of some half million people and awakens each 
morning to the noise of trucks, automobiles, privately owned motorscooters and 
trailer trucks. With pollution and traffic accidents, one covl. say that Phnom Penh 
has returned to civilization. 


While the majority of the Cambodians are grateful for this return to the good old 
days and all their regained freedoms, a muted concern exists about the future. 
The apprehension is shared by Lae country's tiny middle class and, for different 
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reasons, by government employees and international organizations. The educated 
middle class fears tighter control by a communist government after a 2-year honey- 
moon (in May, the communists showed themselves publicly with the holding o their 
congress), but government employees are concerned by the difficult days ahead for 
the recovering economy, once it no longer enjoys international aid. 


Some high officials are worried over the gold drain caused by paying for the differ- 
ent consumer goods smuggled in from Thailand. The scarcity of the precious metal 
sent its price spiraling, which resulted in higher prices on merchandise for sale. 
Unable to meet the consumer needs and desires of a population that led an almost 
animal life under the Khmer Rouge, the government has so far closed its eyes to 
smuggling at the borders. Actually, by tolerating it, the authorities have contri- 
buted to a kind of normalization of the situation. And yet, this illegal trade 

is increasingly considered to be harmful, not only because of the loss of gold it 
causes, but also because of the citizens’ declining interest in agriculture to the 
profit of commerce and because of the emergence of a rich class of businessmen, 
often of Chinese nationality. 


The anarchic development of the market and inflation has led to a deterioration in 
the living conditions of government employees on fixed salaries. 


Authorities are currently in the process of looking at ways of controlling commer- 
cial activity without thereby suppressing the market. One of the measures being 
studied would consist of taxing certain nonessential goods. It would also be 
possible to tax all private commercial enterprises, which would sim ltaneously 

have the effect of limiting their activities and bringing money into government 
coffers. So far, the government has nanaged and distributed foreign aid, but it had 
practically no resources of its own. However, the taxation of commercial a -:ivi- 
ties would inevitaliy lead to higher prices and increased difficulties for poorer 
citizens on fixed incomes. 


If the gold used to buy Thai goods should be exhausted, the government would be 
forced to import basic products without ‘aving the means to do so. In a few years, 
it could happen that Cambodia will have a rice surplus whose exportation would 
finance imported consumer goods, but for the time being, there is nothing to sell, 
except for small quantities of dried fish. The little rubber which the country 
produces is now exported to the Soviet Union. Moscow has promised its aid in the 
development of rice and hevea plantations, but results will not be felt for several 
years. At any rate, the socialist bloc -- aside from deliveries of ‘abric and 
pharmaceutical products -- is no longer able to meet Cambodia's needs for consumer 
goods. 


Local industrial activity, which has still not recovered from several years of in- 
activity or negligence, is also threatened by a decline in international aid. 
According to the Ministry of Industry, 63 out of the 85 plants or shops in the coun- 
try are now in operation or about to be. However, officials of foreign organiza- 
tions residing in Phnom Penh say that only about a dozen are truly in operation and 
often at only 30 or 40 percent of their capacity. A small number of former workers 
have returned to their plants, but they have to face a scarcity of raw materials 
and spare parts. Most of the enterprises that are active — from textiles to 
plastics — owe their resumption to the assistance of nongovernmental organizations. 
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Cambodia now seema to have emerged from its critical period and the international 
community's concern has diminished, meaning that aid organizations might experience 
difficulties in maintaining their modest support for industries that are still 
half paralyzed. Furthermore, the specialized UN agencies have been prohibited by 
donor countries from giving development aid to a cegime that is not recognized by 
the international organization, It is ‘ncreasingly feared in Phnom Penh that the 
lack of raw materiale (the country does not have the means to buy on the interna- 
tional market) will soon result in the shutdown of factories that just resumed 
operations, 


Food Shortage and Attitude of Peasants 


Even agriculture, which has accomplished a remarkable recovery since 1979, will 
have to face considersble problems because of the adequate infrastructures. Before 
1970, some 2.4 million hectares were devoted to food crops. By 1979, that area had 
been reduced to 700,000 hectares. Thanks to the activity of the Cambodian peasants 
and massive international aid, the area cultivated rose again to 1.3 million hec- 
tares in 1980 and the government hopes to increase it by another 350,000 this year. 
This objective, crucial in order to correct the current food shortage, presumes 
that seed, farm equipment and fuel will arrive in time. International organizations 
expected to supply 40,000 tons, but this is not enough to meet needs, especially 
since part of the amount arrived too late, 


If the next harvest reduces the national deficit, the government has still not found 
the solution enabling peasants to produce the rice surplus needed to feed hundreds 
of thousands of civil servants and soldiers. The low purchase prices offered by 
authorities, along with the vertiginous rise in prices of industrial products, 
scarcely encourage peasants to sell their production. For the time being, it is 
thanks to international food aid that most of the civil servants are fed, which 
mukes it possible to defer the time when the authorities have to face the problem. 
And yet, that time will not be long in coming. Any attempt to force peasants to 
hand over their surplus production or to tax agriculture would undermine the sup- 
port which the rural world gives to the regime and would play into the hands of the 
Khmer Rouge. 


Despite the communiques of victory and proclamations of support broadcast daily 
by their radio station set up in China, the Khmer Rouge have not succeeded in 
gaining the least bit of popular support. Without a doubt, this failure is mainly 
due to the bloody exactions carried out under the Pol Pot regime, but it is also 
explained by the relative economic freedom and the security which the Heng Samrin 
regime and its Vietnamese allies can provide. The economic inequalities that are 
beginning to appear in Phnom Penh and other cities such as Battambang and the huge 
gap that is growing once again between the capital and rural areas could naturally 
create a certain discontent among the population. While this malaise scarcely 
risks turning to the advantage of the Khmer Rouge, it may nevertheless encourage the 
Cambodians to Lend a complacent ear to the anti-Heng Samrin propaganda developed 
by the noncommunist resistance groups. 


The authorities are also concerned over the resurgence of activity of the Khmer 


Rouge compared with last year. A section of National Road 6 between Siem Reap 
and Kompong Thom has been closed to civilian traffic since the beginning of the year. 
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The frequency of the mining of other roads and incidents of snipers firing at mili- 
tary vehicles has also increased, forcing the government to suspend traffic before 
sundown. In order to reduce its losses or consolidate its positions, the Vietnamese 
Army has reportedly withdrawn from certain areas of the norih and Koh Kong Province, 
areas bordering on Thailand and from which the Khner Rouge operate. According to 
the ambassador of one Eastern country in Phnom Penh: "The Khmer Rouge use terrorist 
methods involving small groups of soldiers disguised as peasants. It is nearly 
impossivle to guarantee total security with regard to such a tactic." While no one, 
including officials of international aid organizations posted in Phnom Penh who 
frequently travel in Lune country, believes that this resurgence of activity on the 
part of the Khmer Rouge represents ao serious threat to che stability of the regime, 
everyone agrees that it has created a feeling of uncertainty and insecurity in some 
regions of the country. The increase in China's shipments to the Khmer Rouge has 
resulted in a new aggressiveness on the part of their partisans, justifying the 
maintenance of the Vietnamese Army in Cambodia. But the longer that presence lasts, 
the more resentment against Hanoi and its Cambodian allies may develop. A source 
close to Hanoi recently complained about the fact that some officials of the Heng 
Samrin regime, safe in Phnom Penh, tend to forget the sacrifices made daily by the 
Vietnamese. The same source added that Vietnamese die in Cambodia every day of 
disease (mainly malaria) or in combat. The Vietnamese irritation over these sacri- 
fices is all the stronger because they note an increase in the Soviet presence and 
influence, to the detriment of their own country. After the genocide and famine 
they have overcome, not without heroism, the Cambodians must now face difficuities 
of another nature: those of development, the lack of security and international 
ratios of strength. In this new phase of the struggle, they may well find themselves 
alone. 
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MALAYSIA 


"VOMR' EDITORIAL ON CPM 50TH ANNIVERSARY 


BK130645 (Clandestine) Voice of the Malayan Revolution in Malay to Malaysia 
and Singapore 23, 24, 25, 26 Jun 81 


{23 Jun 81, 1030 GMT, Part I) 


{Text] Thirty April 1980 marked the 50th founding anniversary of the Communist 
Party of Malaya, or CPM. The CPM is a Marxist-Leninist political party. It is 
a disciplined party which is equipped with MarxismLeninism-Mao Zedong Thought. 
It exercises self-criticism and is related to the masses. 


It uses Marxism-Leninism-yao Zedong Thought as the theoretical basis of its 
ideology, opposes reformism and revisionism, firmly upholds the worldly opinion 

of dialectical materialism and historical materialism, opposes the worldly opinion 
of idealism and metaphysics, firmly upholds the ideological principle of combining 
the general truth of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought with the concrete practice 
of the Malayan revolution, firmly upholds the guidelines on the freedom of 
initiative and self-reliance, opposes dogmatism and empiricism and opposes rightist 
and leftist opportunism. 


The CPM is a Malayan proletarian political party, the vanguard of the proletariat 
and the highest form of organization of the Malayan proletarian class. It is the 
central core and serves the interests of the Malayan proletarian class. It is a 
loyal representative and serves the interests of the Malayan people of all 
nationalities. 


It establishes close ties with the masses and continuously and firmly struggles 
for the immediate and basic interests of the people of all nationalities. It 
enjoys the high respect of the people of all nationalities. 


The CPM is a political party which has the longest history in Malaya and is the 
only truly strong and long-tested force leading the Malayan revolution. Since 
its tounding, the CPM has held aloft the revolutionary banner for national 
liberation and people's democracy and led the people in waging heroic and un- 
flinching struggles, particularly two revolutionary armed struggles over a period 
of more than 30 years. 
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Aiter Craversing a brilliant militant course and having stood the severe tests 
ot war, it has become more mature. In the course of the protracted, tortuous 
acute and complex struggle, the party has produced its strong central leading 
core and formulated a correct proletarian line which is an important guarantee 
that it will lead our revolution to victory. 


The CPM has held aloft the banner of proletarian internationalism, and has 
consistently stood on the side of fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties in resolutely 
defending the revolutionary principles of Marxism-Leninism, and in resolutely 
safeguarding the fundamental interests of the peoples of various countries. It 
has supported the revolutionary wars and struggles of peoples all over the world 
and the just cause of the oppressed nations and peoples of various countries and 
has made its positive contribution to the international communist movement. 


The revolutionary struggle of our people led by the party has received valvable 
support from the fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties and the peoples of various 
countries. History inevitably forges ahead. Ever since the British colonialists 
invaded our country in 1896, our people have waged a struggle agains. them without 

let up. Despite the fact that the (Naning) war in Melaka, the (Raja Mahdi) war 

in Selangor, the Sungei Ujung war in Negeri Sembilan, the (Maharajaiela-Tuk Sagoh) 
war in Perak, the (Bahaman) war in Pahang, the (Tuk Janggut) war in Kelantan and 

the (Haji Abdul Rahman) war in Terengganu suffered a defeat one after the other, 
these famous peasant wars against the foreign invaders were just. They displayed 

the patriotic spirit of our people that dealt heavy blows to the British colonialists. 


The CPM has combined the advanced revolutionary theory of Marxism-Leninism with 
our people's glorious tradition of fighting against aggression and oppression and 
has been engaged in a struggle against the aggression and occupation of the 
foreign imperialists and for national independence and liberation. Therefore, 
the CPM struggle is a continuation of our people's just struggle against the 
British colonialists during the past 100 years or so and a continuation of the 
successive patriotic wars to resist the British colonialists. It is a development 
to a higher level of the just struggle and patriotic wars. 


The CPM was born under the following historical conditions: 


In 1917, the proletarian socialist revolution won a shining victory in Russia, 
ushering in a new era in the history of mankind. Under the guidance of Marxism 
Leninism, the proletarian revolution in capitalist countries and the national 
democratic revolutions in colonial and semi-colonial countries developed 
vigorously. Imperialist influence became greatly weakened. The capitalist 
world was caught in serious political and economic crises. To free themselves 
from such crises, the British imperialists intensified their oppression and 
exploitation of the people of our country. The living conditions of the laboring 
people rapidly deteriorated. As a result, the contradictions between the people 
of our country and the British imperialists became sharper. 


It was under such conditions that the proletariat of our country actively sought 
the truth that would help them to achieve their own emancipation. They eventually 
found Marxism-Leninism and established their vanguard--the communist party. 
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The CIM is a product of the combination of Marxist-Leninist theory with the 
working clase movement of our country. In the mid-20's, under the influence 

of the Great October Socialist Revolution in Russia and the Great New Democratic 
Revolution in Qhina, the Malayan proletariat began ite conscious struggle for 
liberation, In 1925, advanced elements of the Malayan proletariat organi zed 
communist groupe and unfolded revolutionary acLivities, providing the necessary 
conditions for the founding of the party. 


On 3 April 1930, the comouniate of Malaya held a congress in a village in 

Kuaie Kuala Pllahk, Negeri Sembilan, where the CPM was firmly established, from 
then on the Malayan proletariat and people have had their own vanguard and leader. 
The revolutionary struggle of the Malayan people has since then entered a completely 
new etage, namely, the new democratic revolution, 


From the very day of ite founding, the CPM has atrictly adh. red to the teachings 
of Marxism-Leninism and provressively built iteelf into a revolutionary party 
of a new type, 


It put forward a revolutionary program that calle for struggle against imperial iem 
and feudalism, the expulsion of British imperialiem from Malaya, the realization 
of national liberation and people's demcracy and then the transition to socialism 
and communism. 


This shows that our party has, since ite birth, carried out a tit-for-tat struggle 
against the imperialists and reactionaries and drawn a clear line of demarcation 
between itself and the bourgeois reformists. This is a guarantee that our party 
is confident about shouldering the historic mission of leading the revolution in 
our country. 


During the past 5O years, the CPM has, under extremely difficult conditions, led 
our people of all nationalities to carry out an arduous and heroic struggle. This 
struggle has defended the interests of the broad masses, promoted the development 
of our revolution and our society, and performed indelible meritorious deeds for 
the national liberation cause of our country. 


When we recall the glorious history of our party, we are filled with immense 
pride. Our party's history radiates revolutionary heroism, and our party's 
struggles constitute a brilliant chapter in the history of our revolution, Our 
people will remember forever the historical deeds of the revolutionary forerunners 
who onened up the road of advance for the new democratic revolution and the 
communist movement of our country. 


we will remember forever the immortal deeds performed by thousands upon thousands 
of revolutionary martyrs for the revolutionary cause of our country. We eulogize 
the glorious contributions of countless communist party members, revolutionary 
acmymen, revolutionary comrades and patriots in fighting for our people's 
interests. 


During the past 50 vears, the CPM has gone through four historical periods. 
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The first period: The period of underground struggle before World War Il-- 
April 1990 to December 1941, 


After its inception, our party plunged into an intense struggle. Under very 
difficult conditions in the early W's, the party publicized revolutionary 
truth and disseminated communist ideas, set up the secret communist youth 
league and red trade unions and carried our revolutionary organizational work. 
Our revolution. y predecessors obtained good results in their work through 
arduous struggle, laying the foundation for the development of our revolution. 


in 1935, the party led the more than 5,009 workers of the Batuarang coal mine 

in Batuarang, Selangor--the only coal mine in our country--in an armed uprising. 
They used their work toole as weapons. They hoisted red flags, established a 
workers’ soviet and occupied the company's offices in the mine for about a week. 
The same year, the party led the Malay peasants in Tampin area, Negeri Sembilan, 
in an armed uprising. They used the axes as weapons. They put up red flags 

and established a peasants’ soviet. Though these courageous uprisings were 
suppressed by the enemy, they put up shining and militant banners for our workers 
and peasants. 


In the firet few years after ite founding, our party put forth the program of 
establishing a soviet democratic republic and initiated a movement to establish 
worker-peasant soviets. Although divorced from reality, they were of positive 
significance in arousing the class consciousness of the worker-peasant masses. 


Our party was an underground party throughout this period. In 1935, Lai Tek, 

an agitant traitor, wormed his way into the party. Making use of the confusion 
existing within the party, he passed himself off as a representative of the 
third international and usurped the position of secretary of the party Central 
Committee in 1939. Due to the infiltration of secret agents of the imperialists 
and lack of experience on our part, the party Central Committee was subjected to 
incessant sabotage and a lot of cadres were arrested. As a result the party 
suffered heavy losses. 


In spite of all these, our party persisted in its revolutionary stand and 
maintained close links with the masses. It led the agricultural and mining 
workers, and workers of other trades in the vigorous strikes, and the peasants, 
students and people of other oppressed social strata in the mass actions, It 
also led the people of all nationalities in a mammoth movement to support the 
Chinese people in the war of resistance against Japan. All these helped to 
raise the consciousnm « of the broad masses, temper our party ranks and push our 
revolutionary movement forward. 


Between July and August 1935, the communist international held its seventh world 
congress in Moscow and passed the famous resolution to set up an anti-fascist 
international umated front. This was of profound and historic significance in 
promoting the advance of the world revolution and in achieving victory in the 
antifascist war. 


In 1937, our party, acting in accordance with the above resolution and taking 
advantage of the existing favorable situation, adopted the tactics of estab- 
lishing an antifascist united front and a policy of overcoming closed-doorism 
ir extensively mobilizing the masses through open and legal channels. Under the 
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guidance of these tactics and policy, our party carried out extensive revolutionary 
propaganda by forming propaganda teams, choir and dramatic troupes to put on 
performances, holding masse rallies, publishing secret newspapers, diatributing 
leatlets, putting up posters and making use of the legal press. 


Our party set up the association in aid of resistance against the enemy to support 
the Chinese people's war of resistance against Japan. We aleo set up underground 
trade unions and other semi-legal and illegal revolutionary mase organizations 

as well as established or participated in various kinds of open and legal mass 
organizations, including progressive, neutral and backward ones and unfolded an 
extensive mase movement. These campaigne developed vigorously and produced a 


great impact. 


During this period, the party led the tin mine workers in Perak in carrying out 
several successful struggles and on the basis of this, openly set up a more than 
20 ,000-strong Perak tin mine workers union which was registered as the Kinta 
district tin mine workers mutual aid society. 


Our party also led workers in the various estates in launching numerous actions 

for better living conditions and democratic rights. They included the construc- 
tion workers of the harbor board and (traction company) in Singapore, the pineapple 
workers and rubber estate workers in Johor Baharu, Johor, the pineapple workers 

in Bahau, Negeri Sembilan, the gold mine workers in Raub, Pahang, the iron mine 
workers in Dungun, Trengganu, the coal mine workers in Batuarang, the tin mine 
workers in Sungai Besi and rubber estate workers in Kajang, Selangor, the port 
workers in Penang and workers of othe: trades, and shop assistants and low-paid 
government employees in other states. A series of victories were won in these 

mass actions. The workers were tempered and rallied around the party. 


After the outbreak of World War Il in September 1939, the British imperialists 
intensified their exploitation of our laboring people. Our party raised the 
slogan of opposing the imperialist war and led the masses in carrying out a 
determined struggle. The contradictions between the British imperialists and 
our people became more acute. In observance of the international labor day on 

1 May 1940, our party organized a demonstration in Singapore in which over 

50 ,000 workers participated. This demonstration, the biggest in t! pre-war 

per lod, was subjected to bloody suppression by the enemy. Two workers were 
killed. Many were be ten up and injured by enemy troops and police and a number 
were arrested. This masse action dealt a big blow to the enemy. It reflected the 
tremendous strength of the working class and produced considerable influence. 


Our party led the Chinere middle school students in Singapore, Penang, Selangor, 
Melaka, Johor and Perak in various campaigns against the colonialist education of 
uwslavement, unfolded a broad student movement and educated and encouraged young 

students to integrate themselves with work rs and peasants as well as with 
revolutionary practice. Significant achievements were scored in the movement. 


On 2 February 1940, a spectacular student action was mounted by the party in Penang. 
With the support of numerous workers and shop assistants, more than 1,000 students 
from several Chinese middle schools surrounded the enemy's police headquarters for 
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awhole day protesting against the arbitrary arrest and persecution of studente, 
This action was an indication of the awakening of the students and of the might 
of the students an! workers welded together, 


(24 Jun #@°, 109 GMT, Part IT] 


[Text] Continuation of the first period: The period of prewar underground 
atruggle, April 1930-December 1941: Our party led the people of all nationalities, 
minly the masses of various social etrata of the Chinese nationality, in unfolding 
a Campaign in aid of the Chinese people's war of resistance against Japan. Based 
on the correct analysis of the domestic and international situation, and taking 
advantage of the favorable objective conditions, our party broadened the anti- 
Japanese united front and thus enabled the campaign to develop both in breadtn 

and depth. Through open and legal channels our party carried out extensive 
political propaganda to explain the stand and policy of the party and raised funds 
to support the people's army led by the Communist Party of China. 


The war of resistance against Japan waged by the Chinese people was a war against 
aggression. It had a bearing on the future of Asia and was an important component 
of the global anti-fascist struggle. The Japavese fascists tried to occupy China, 
and subs squently dominate the whole of Asia. They seriously threatened the 
security of the people of the Asian countries. The vested interests of the British 
imperialists in Asia were being encroached upon. Upholding proletarian inter- 
nationalism, our party correctly made use of the contradictions between Britain 
and Japan and resolutely mobilized the broad masses to support China's war of 
resistance against Japan. Facts have shown that it was precisely because our 
party hele aloft the banner of proletarian internationalism that the campaign 

it led not only gave powerful support to the Chinese people, but also greatly 
raised the political consciousness of the masses of all social strata in opposing 
imperialism, trained ¢ large number of fine and devoted revolutionaries, and 
expanded the revolutionary ranks under ite leadership. 


Preparations, both ideological and organizational, were thus adequately made for 
the subsequent anti-Japanese national liberation war. 


In June 194] Hitler's Germany unleashed an aggressive war against the Soviet Union. 
The international situation changed drastically. To get mobilized and to smash 
fasciem became the urgent task of the people the world over. Our party gave 

full support to the patriotic war of the socialist Soviet Union and to the setting 
up of an international anti-fascist united front which included the Soviet Union, 
China, Sritain, France, the United States and other countries as well as the people 
all over the world to fight against Germany, Italy and Japan. It aleo launched 

an extensive political propaganda campaign and led the people to unfold a struggle 
against fascism. 


During this period the organ of the party Central Committee, LIBERATION, and other 
secret newspapers and periodicals published by the party's local organizations 

and underground revolutionary mass organizations led by the party were very 
effective in the political propaganda campaigns mentioned above. The legal press 
under our party's influence also mde a useful contribution. Our party also 
rallied around itself a number of intellectuals including editors, reporters, 








authors and teachers, formed various .ultural groupe and gave an impetus to the 
anti-imperialiat and progressive new cultural movement, Thanks to ovr prolonged 
efforte, the underground mass organizations under the party's leaders iip had 
approximately 10,000 members. More than 100,000 members of open orgenizations 
were rallied around the party. Many revolutionary stronghe'4s were established 
in rural areas and in mining and industrial enterprises. Luring this period the 
party succeeded in mounting masa actions in various forma involving hundreds of 
thousand of people. Most of the struggles wer successful to various extents, 
All this raised the revolutionary consciousnes’ of the masses, spread our party's 
political influence and expanded ite ranks. By the end of 1941 we had more than 
1,600 party members. A large number of dynamic cadres were trained up in the 
various campaigns. «he party's leading organs at state level were set up one 
after another in Singapore, Johor, Melaka, Negeri Sembila, Selangor, Pahang, 
Terengganu, Perak, Penang and Kedah. Our party became a nationwide party with 
strong fighting capacities. 


Significant achievements were scored by the party during this period. Practice 
(a8 shown that the party was correct in pursuing the political line of fighting 
against imperialism and feudalism, unfolding a masse movement and expanding the 
revolutionary forces. The party's practice of building a united front in line 
with the changing situation was correct. Also correct were the party's organi- 
zational forms and working methods of relying mainly on party organizations and 
semi-legal and illegal revolutionary mass organizations led by the party while 
making use of open and legal forms to rally the masses on a broad scale in 
carrying out the struggle. Politically this was also an indication of the 
progress and growth achieved by the party. 


The experience gained during this period tells us: 


1. It is necessary to hold high the anti-imperialist and antifeudal banner and 
the banner of proletarian internationalism, be good at applying the tactical 
principle of united front in mounting mass campaigns and in expanding the revolu- 
tionary forces vigorously; 


2. It is necessary to handle properly the relationship between secret and open, 
illegal and legal wo.k by relying mainly on party organizations and semi-legal 
and illegal revolutionary mass organizations led by the party while establishing 
or participating in open and legal mass organizations. In so doing we can 
strengthen our underground forces at the core while we rally the broad masses. 

In our daily work it is necessary to show concern for the well-being of the masses 
and pav attention to methods of work. in carrying out mass actions, it is neces- 
sary to combine « -onomic struggle with political struggle in accordance with the 
.mmediate interests of the broad masses and the degree of their consciousness. 
We should adhere to the principle of conducting struggles on just grounds to 

our advantage and with restraint and try to insure a certain degree of success 
every time; 


3. It is necessary to uphold the principles of party building, strengthen educa- 
tion in the basic theory of Marxism-Leninism, attach importance to the quality 
of the party members, expand the party ranks in mass action and cult¢vate party 


27 








cadres in the course of revolutionary practice and through theoretical studies, 
During the struggle in this period the whole party developed a fine atyle of work, 
increased a elorious tradition which was manifested in boundless loyalty, hard 
struggle, the spirit of sacrifice, firm unity, strong sense of discipline, 
self-criticiom, seeking truth from facta, maintaining close Links with the 
masses, Conscientious study and energetic work. This revolutionary tradition 

of our party is an immense source of invisible strength and an invaluable asset 
derived from our etruggle. We should carry it forward, 


The second period of the anti-Japanese national liberation war, December 1941- 
August 1945: The Japanese fascists unleashed the Pacific on 8 December 1941 
and carried the flames of war to our country. The Japanese aggressors thus 
became our most ferocious enemy. Our revolution entered a new historical 
period=-the period of the anti-Japanese national Liberation war. 


Owing to the ideological and organizational preparations of our party for armed 
resistance against Japan, no sooner had the Japanese fascists set foot on our 
soil than our party issued a militant call to all our people to go into action, 
arm themselves, resist Japan and defend Malaya, thereby directing the spearhead 
of the struggle against the Japanese fascists. On 10 December, 2 days after the 
outbreak of the war, the second plenary session o° the party Central Executive 
Committee made this brilliant strategic decision which opened up bright perspec- 
tives for our revolution. There was a change of policy on the part of our party 
toward che British colonial authorities. In face of the fierce onslaughts of 
the Japanese and to protect their own interests, the British colonial authorities 
were also forced to make a shift in policy toward the communist party. 


A certain degree of cooperation materialized between the communist party and the 
British. Thanks to the determined struggle of the party and the pressure of the 
masses, the British were eventually forced to release unconditionally and in 
batches nearly 200 party cadres and members imprisoned in the various states. 


For the first time our party had its representatives operating in the open. The 
voice of the party could be heard through newspaperr, periodicals and radio 
publicizing its anti-Japanese stand. Under the sponsorship of the party, the 
anti-Japanese mobilization council consisting of representatives from various 
circles was set up in Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and other towns. Under the 
leadership of the party our people of all nationalities unfolded a massive anti- 
Japanese movement. Guided by the party, the masses began to arm themselves with 
axes, spears and shotguns and collected weapons discarded by the British soldiers. 


Anti-Japanese guerrilla unite were set up in the rural areas and jungles to wage 
a guerrilla war. The party also organized the anti-Japanese volunteer force 
which fought hero'cally in the battle to defend Singapore. 


On 15 February 1942, British troops numbering 100,000 surre dered in Singapore 
to the Japanese who thus completed the occupation of Malaya. Some of the feudal 
aristocrats and big capitalists fell on their knees and threw in their lot with 
their new masters. Some fled overseas. The Japanese fascists barbarously 
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killed thousands upon thousand of peaceful iahabitante in Kota Tinggi and Muar, 
Johor, and in Titi, Negeri Sembilan, and other places in the couatry. In Singapore 
alone 100,000 innocent people were brutally massacred by the Japanese in a 
screening operation, Numerous houses were razed to the ground, people's property 
was looted, countless families were broken up, the land reeked of blood and white 
terror hung heavily over the whole country. Our people were plunged into an 
unprecedented catastrophe. 


At this crucial juncture the CPM came forward and with dauntless revolutionary 
spirit and militant courage resolutely led the people of all ne:ionalities to wage 
an armed struggle against the fascist Japanese aggression and occupation. Our 
marty had no experience in leading a war, no military cadres and no military 
equipment. However, for the cause of national liberation and for the interests 
of the people the communists, fearing neither difficulties nor sacrifice, boldly 
plunged into battle. This fully reflected the epirit of revolutionary heroism 
and patriotism of the communists. 


The hidden traicor Lai Tek had not yet been unmasked. Soon after the fall of 
Malaya he was arrested by the lapanese fascists in Singapore. From a British 
informer he turned himself into « Japanese agent. /t the behest of his new 
masters he tried by every conceivable means to liquidate and stamp out the 
anti-Japanese armed struggle. At the meeting of cadres held in north Johore 

on 30 May 1942 Lai Tek raised the slogan of not letting the enemy have a single 
sheet of rubber or a catty of tin. On this pretext he put forward the idea that 
stress should be laid on the struggle of the industrial workers, with the armed 
struggle playing a secondary role, and that the weapons of the guerrilla fighters 
should be stashed and the fighters dispersed to carry out activities among the 
misses. But these absurd proposals were firmly rejected by the broad mass of 
cadres and comrades. The enemy's vicious plot fell through. 


During the short period before and after the fall of Malaya, our party carried out 
transfers of cadres and other organizational arrangements. Following that it 
plunged into intense struggle. in the turbulent situation our comrades defied 

al! dangers and fought courageously the “Samurai” sword wielding enemies. Firmly 
implementing the correct line of the second plenary session of the Centra 
Executive Committee on the anti-Japanese armed struggle, comrades of the entire 
party surmounted numerous difficulties and hazards, built up the people's army, 
recovered areas under revolutionary influence and unfolded the great anti-Japanese 
war. 


On 1 January 1942 the ist Regiment of the Malayan People's Anti-Japanese Army led 
by the party was born amid the flames of war. It was the first people's army 
‘ounded by our party. Following this our party euccessively founded seven more 
regiments, namely the 2d Regiment in Negeri Sembilan, the 3d Regiment ‘!n North 
Johor and Melaka, the 4th Regiment in South Johor, the 5th Regiment in Perak and 
Kelantan, the 6th Regiment in West Pahang, the 7th Regiment in East Pahang and 
Terengganu and the 8th Regiment in Kedah and Perlis. The Malayan People's Anti- 
Japanese Army, or MPAJA, was an army set up directly by the party and came under 
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its absolute leadership. lt was revolutionary army with a high level of conscious- 
ness, observing strict discipline and courageous in combat. It was a people's 

army which served the people wholeheartedly and enjoyed the staunch support of 

the broad masses. 


The party Central Committee decided to hold the eighth plenary session of the 
Central Executive Committee on 1 September 1942 in the Kampong of Bacu Caves 
near Kuala Lumpur. Due to the betrayal of the hidden traitor Lai Tek the 
Japanese dispatched more than 2,000 of their crack troops to besiege the site of 
the meeting and attacked the model company of the let Regiment stationed in 

the jungle nearby. There were 3 comrades at the meeting site. After a bitter 
battle, nine leading comrades, six guards and three attendants gloriously laid 
down their lives. The other comrades used pistols and grenades to open up a 
bloodstained path, broke through the encirclement, and successfully got out of 
the heavy siege. We annihilated more than 100 officers and men in the battle and 
foiled the vicious plot of the enemy to wipe out our party's senior cadres at 
one stroke. The 1 September incident shows that the communist party is invincible. 
The majestic revolutionary spirit of the communists that saw its concentrated 
expression in the 1 September incide: t spurred the fighters of our army and broad 
masses to carry out the armed struggle to the end. 


At its third plenary session held in February 1943, the party Central Executive 
Committee adopted a nine-point program which called for the expulsion of the 
Japanese fascists from Malaya and the establishment of a Democratic Republic of 
Malaya. On 20 February the same year, it published an open letter to our people 
of all nationalities calling upon them to realize the program. This program was 
the concentrated expression of the common will and aspirations of our people. 

It indicated the orientation and objectives of our people's armed struggle 
against Japan. 


Besides selling out a large number of comrades of the Central Committee and other 
senior cadres Lai Tek provided the enemy with all the important organizational 
secrets. In doing so he enabled the enemy to carry out well-aimed attacks against 
our party organizations, armed forces and areas under revolutionary influence, 
causing serious losses to our party and army. Even though the party Central 
Committee had been completely destroyed by April 1943, the arduous task of leading 
the whole anti-Japanese war from then on was shouldered by the party Regional 
committees in the various states and the headquarters of the various regiments. 


Comrades of the whole party and army firmly carried out the correct line and 
program adopted by the second and third plenary sessions of the party Central 
Executive Committee. They went all out to fulfill the resolutions and directives 
of the regional committees and headquarters. With one heart and one mind and 
high m ‘ale, they worked enthusiastically, fought bravely and defeated the enemy's 
frenzied attacks one after another. Because of these efforts, the anti-Japanese 
war grew steadily in scale. Losses were suffered as a result of enemy attacks 
and the sabotage by renegades and hidden traitors. However, from a strategic 
and overall view, the raging flames of a popular revolutionary war can never be 
put out by any enemy, and no force on earth can ever stop the torrent of history 
from surging forward. This has been incontrovertibly proved by facts. 








Placing the focal point of ite work in the rural areas, our party took the road 
of using the countryside to encirele the cities and seizing political power by 
armed force, Under the leadership of the party, workers, peasants, youths, 
teenagers and other revolutionary masses in the rural areas were organized on a 
broad scale, Various nationwide revolutionary masse organizations, auch aa the 
anti-Japanese union ond the anti-Japanese league were set up. A powerful 
militia, known as the Anti-Japanese Reservists, was organized, Work in the 
urban centers was progressively carried out, uniting all anti-Japanese elements. 
Puppet organizations like the Peace Preservation Association and the special 
police were brought under control and made use of, Thus, a broad united front 
and a potent force against Japan took shape. 


(25 Jun 81, 10% GMT, Part IIT) 


{Text} (Continua ion of the 2d period--the period of the anti-Japanese national 
liberation war, which began December 194) and ended August 1945) After the 
Japanese occupied our country, many factories, mines and rubber « tates stopped 
production. The broad laboring masses of the Ghinese nationality turned to the 
countryside to plant food crops. 


Because of this and because of the influence of the anti-Japanese movement in 

the preceding period, our party mobilized the Chinese masses first. Toward the 
later part of the anti-Japanese war, the Chinese masses in most of the rural areas 
were organized. Strongly united, they made their positive contributions to the 
anti-Japanese war by supplying manpower, money and materials. These Chinese- 
populated rural areas became bases, from which support was forthcoming tc develop 
the anti-Japanese war. 


During the early part of the anti-Jape: e war, the Japanese fascists went sround 
spreading the big lies that Japan wou! help the Malays to achieve independence, 
that the Japanese would distribute the rubber estates to the Malays and so on and 
so forth. 


Because the Malay masses were dissatisfied with British colonial rule and for a 
while deceived by Japanese properanda, it was difficult to unfold the anti- 
Japanese struggle in the Malay villages. But, by the time the war was half-way 
through, the Malays, having learned their lessons from harsh realities, gradually 
saw through the reactionary preachings of the Japanese fascists, and we began 

to make some headway in our work among thea. 


In the latter part of the war, there was a tremendous upsurge in the party's work 
in the Malay villages. In the basins of Perak River in Perak, of Kelantan 

Piver in Kelantan, in Temerloh and Benta in Pahang, in Ulu Langat and Kuala 
Selangor in Selangor, in Kuala Pilah and Jelebu in Negeri Sembilan, in Muar and 
Pontian in Johor and in other village areas, thousands upon thousands of Malay 
peasants were roused to action and plunged headlong into the anti-Japanese war. 


They actively joined various anti-Japanese organizations and made generous 


gifts of their farm products to the Malay People's Anti-Japanese Army [MPAJA]. 
A good number of advanced elements came to the fore in the mass movement, some 
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of whom joined the party and had become valuable assets of our revolution, 
These Malay villages thus became anti-Japanese guerrilla zones and base areas. 


Ruthlessly exploited aad oppressed by the Japanese fascists, the Indian workers 
harbored bitter hatred for them, Our party succeeded in contacting and rallying 
large numbers of the Indian masses, and some of them became organized. The 
masses also made great efforts in the anti-Japanese war and became component 

of the powerful anti-Japanese forces of the people of all nationalities. 


The aborigines, who have lived in the jungles and mountains from cime immemorial 
were discriminated against and oppressed by the enemy, During the early part of 
the war, we helped them to improve their living conditions wherever poesible. 
For the first time in their lives they met people who treated them as equals 
and really helped them. These people were members of the communist party and 
the people's army. Therefore, they completely trusted and strongly supported 
our party and army. We addressed them as (asa) and they called us (long ngoi) 
meaning: good people. They too made their contributions to victory in the war. 


With the wholehearted support of the people of a)l nationalities, our party, as 
well as the armed ‘orcer and the mass organizations under its leadership, made 
arrangements and provided protection for people to open up and cultivate land, 
suppressed enemy agents and running dogs, punished criminals and maintained 
public order. In the vast rural areas, we were to a certain extent exercising 
the functions of a people's political power. 


The party carried out mass work, built closer ties and strengthened the unity 
between the army and the people. It also helped to resolve disputes among the 
mas ses . 


Encouraged and guided by the party, the masses progressively improved their living 
conditions by working at agricultural production and sideline occupations. At the 
same time, the party ran literacy classes, peasant schools and politicai and 
military training courses, published revolutionary newspapers and periodicals, 
frequently held rallies attended by the army and the people and staged cultural 
performances. The political and cultural levels of the people were raised. 


Under the leadership of the party, the armed forces and the people of all 
nationalities adopted a variety of methods to strike at the Japanese aggressors. 
We succeeded in smashing their policy of massacre, their ploys to induce 
surrender, their plot to destroy the communist party and their scheme to build 
concentration camps. 


In this wav, the interests of the broad masses were safeguarded and the areas 
under revolutionary influence in the countryside were consolidated. 


The struggle against the enemy during this period was an acute life and death 
struggle. Under such conditions, occasion | mistakes and shortcomings in the 
way we meted out punishment to enemy agents were inevitable, but on the whole, 
our party adopted a policy of suppression tempered with leniency. Only a small 
number of enemy agents, who had committed atrocious crimes and refused to repent, 
and a small number of vicious criminals were executed. This was to safeguard 
the people's interests. 
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To say that we carried out indiscriminate killings as some people did is nothing 
but tendentious slander, Led by the party organization ‘n the Pudu jail in 

Kuala Lumpur, a jailbreak took place on the evening of 7 May 1943, Many comrades 
and ordinary people sympathetic to the revolution were being held and interrogated 
in batches by the Japanese fascists. More than 10 comrades had been hanged. 


Our comrades in jail welded themselves into a collective body and put up a 
skillful and courageous fight. After a fierce scuffle with the police and prison 
wardens, about 100 people--three-quarters of "Pudu's political prisoners—- 
succeeded in breaking out of the biggest jail in the country, a memorable event 
in our revolutionary history. This successful mass escape from prison shook the 
whole country and boosted the morale of the masses. 


In mid-1944, our party and the Communist Party of Thailand jointly founded an 
anti-Japanese armed unit in the Malayan-Thai border area to resist and attack 
their common enemy, the Japanese fascists. By mobilizing the masses to hit at 
the enewy, this unit expanded steadily. In their common struggle, the two 
parties and two peoples learned from each other, supported each other and 
promoted their revolutionary friendship and militant solidarity. 


In October 1944, an extraordinary conference attended by senior cadres of the 
party and army throughout the country was convened in Selangor. It has become 
known as the joint meeting of cadres of regional committees and headquarters of 
various regiments. This conference assessed the experience gained in the course 
of the struggle in the various states by the regiments and analyzed the current 
situation, both international and domestic. 


The conference made arrangements to link up with the counteroffensive launched 


by the allied forces. These steps included the formation of state action committees 


to exercise authority over the party and army in the various states, the reorgani- 
zation of the MPAJA into secret and open units and the transformation of the 
anti-Japanese mass organizations into the Malayan National Liberation League. 


The conference also decided to step up military training for the MPAJA and to 
dmerease cooperation with the allied forces, including the acceptance of air- 
dropped weapons, expansion of the MPAJA and the stationing of British liaison 
officers in the open units. 


After the conference, dramatic changes took place in the revolutionary situation-- 
es which were favorable to our people. The party organization, army units 
and the mass organizations in the various states expanded rapidly. The anti- 
Japanese war was gathering momentum and heading for final victory. 





After the defeat of fascist Germany in mid-1945, the position of the Japanese 
fascists in Malaya was in grave danger. On the eve of their surrender, they 
directed a handful of bandits to instigate bloody clashes between the Malays 

and Chinese in Johor, Negeri Sembilan, Perak and other places, causing heavy 
losses to the lives and property of the people. Except in certain places, where 
We were compelled to act in self-defense, our party and army did everything 
possible to mediate and settle the conflict. The enemy's plot to enlarge the 
clashes failed. 
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Not knowing how to conduct a war at the beginning of the struggle, the heroic 
MPAJA later mastered the art of war and fought many successful actions. In 
October 1942, our army killed or wounded over 100 enemy soldiers in two defensive 
actions fought in succession in the jungles of Serendah and Sungai Tempayan, 
north Selangor. 


In April 1943, our army killed 50 enemy soldiers in a defensive action in a jungle 
in Pulai, Perak, In June 1943, our army inflicted 150 casualties on the enemy 
in a defensive action in (Poh Li Fen) in Kulai District, South Johor. 


In 1944, our army foiled several enemy encirclement attempts in the jungles of 
Kuantan in East Pahang and Jabor in South Terengganu by making use of land mines 
and by laying ambushes. In these actions, we killed one Japanese military police 
colonel and killed or wounded more than 100 officers and men. 


On 13 May 1944, our army launched simultaneous attacks on more than eight enemy 
police stations in North Johor. Many enemies were killed, wounded or taken 
prisoner and over 100 guns were captured. When our army raided the enemy police 
stations at the 27th mile near Nancis and at Teriang in Pahang in late 1944 and 
early 1945, respectively, all the puppet police surrendered and over 40 guns 
were captured. 


In the first half of 1945, our army mounted many operations in North Kedah and 
Perlis, wiping out about 100 enemy soldiers and capturing a quantity of weapons 
and equipment. In May 1945, ou army attacked the enemy police station at 
Kuala Pilah, Negeri Sembilan, capturing more than 80 guns. 


From 1942-1945, our army in Ulu Kelantan smashed military offensives and wiped 
out a number of enemies. A series of actions was also mounted to track down 
armed bandits and more than 100 of them were wiped out. We successfully defended 
the anti-Japanese base area in (Ulu Galas). 


According to incomplete statistics, in more than 3 years of war the MPAJA fought 
more than 340 actions; killed or wounded more than 5,000 enemy officers and 

men; captured a large quantity of weapons, ammunition and military materiel; 
destroyed numerous military installations and large quantities of war material; 
and dealt a heavy blow to the Japanese aggressors and pinned down a large number 
of their troops. 


Because of their lack of experience, we lost many cadres in the early and middle 
parts of the anti-Japanese war. However, by the end of the war our party had 
increased its membership to 8,000, trained a large number of cadres, expanded its 
organizations and greatly enhanced its own prestige among the masses. 


Starting from scratch, tue MPAJA grew rapidly and by the end of the war counted 
over 10,000 fully equipped fighters. The militia grew to a strength of several 
tens of thousands. A powerful armed force of the people thus came into being. 


The party worked hard to raise the revolutionary consciousness of the masses 
and to mobilize and organize them throughout the country. 











Toward the end of the war, after the whole party and army had gone through 
bloody battles and bitter struggles, we succeeded in establishing extensive 
guerrilla zones and base areas. Over half of the rural area in the country 
was liberated. Not a few small and medium-size towns were to a certain extent 
brought under our control and the encirclement of enemy-controlled big cities 
was undertaken, 


The anti-Japanese national liberation war lasted 3 years and 8 months. It was the 
first nationwide people's war in the history of our country that was led by a 
proletarian political party. Under the leadership of the party, our people 
scored a great victory in the anti-Japanese war and made a splendid contribution 
to the worldwide victory of the anti-fascist war. 


Outstanding leading comrades of our party, members of the Standing Comaittee of 
the Central Committee, including comrades (Huang Chung), (Lin Chiang Hsu) and 

(Li Liang), as well as many of our good cadres, party members and MPAA fighters, 
made the supreme sacrifices in the war. Their blood has enriched the soil of 

our fatherland and their spirit is immortal. 


During the anti-Japanese period, our party adopted a policy of uniting with the 
British to resist Japan and thus the party cooperated with Britain, one of the 
allied powers, to wage a war against Japanese fascism. For instance, a group of 
comrades was sent by the party in the early period of the war to the 101 Joint 
Forces Training School for short military courses. Weapons were airdropped 

by the allied forces to help in the expansion of MPAJA activities toward the end 
of the war. It has been proved that under conditions where we were fighting the 
same enemy, such coopeation was not only conducive to the victory of the anti- 
Japanese war but also favorable to our people and revolution. 


The political line uf conducting an anti-Japanese armed struggle and building an 
anti-Japanese united front pursued by the party during the anti-Japanese war was 
completely correct. The victory of the war was a victory for this line. 


The party accumulated a wealth of experience in the armed struggle and learned 
how to organize an army and wage a guerrilla war. Not knowing how to fight a war 
initially, the party learned how to fight. Our party thus became the only party 
in the country capable of leading a revolutionary armed struggle. This had 
far-reaching significance for our revolution thereafter. 


The practice of the anti-Japanese war has demonstrated that in this period our 
party was already following the road of using the countryside to encircle the 
cities and seizing political power by armed force. The party was able to win 
this great victory precisely because of this strategy. However, because it was 
fought in a small country like ours during a world war, the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle could not but develop its own special features. 


The experiences gained in this period tells us several things: 


1. It was the communist party alone that dared to lead our people in the heroic 





struggle against the Japanese fascist merauders and to fight tenaciously in defense 


of the people's interests. Therefore, to win victory for our revolution it is 
imperative to give full play to the leading role of the communist party. 
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2. To defend the people's interests and achieve their liberation, it is imperative 
to persist in the armed struggle, to organize and expand the people's army, to 
build and consolidate revolutionary base areas and to expand the people's war. 


3. Only by mobilizing and organizing the masses, particularly the broad laboring 
masses of all nationalities in the rural areas, is it possible to wage a war. 
Only by relying on our key worker-peasant supporters, first and then by uniting 
all forces that can be united to forge a broad united front can difficulties be 
overcome and the ferocious enemy defeated, 


The third period--the postwar period of peaceful struggle, beginning August 1945 
and ending June 1948: 


With the unconditional surrender of the Japanese fascists on 15 August 1945, the 
situation underwent a drastic change. Our people of all nationalities in various 
strata celebrated with the greatest joy and in the grandest style the successful 
conclusion of the anti-Japanese war and the worldwide antifascist war. 


A mood of festivity pervaded over our country. Bright lights and colored streamers 
were put up. Red flags fluttered everywhere. People flocked into the streets 

to welcome the people's army warmly--the Malayan People's Anti-Japanese Army who 
were coming into towns from the hills. 


Units of the MPAJA moved swiftly into almost every town and city up and down the 
country. They released political prisoners, maintained public order, confiscated 
enemy property to give relief to the poverty-stricken masses and protected the 
legitimate interests of the masses of various strata, 


However, the theoretical level of our party then was still low. We failed to 
elevate the practice of the anti-Japanese period to a theoretical plane. We were 
not yet fully conscious of the need for a new democratic revolution to take the 
road of using the countryside to encircle the city and seizing political power by 
armed force. Neither did we have clear-cut solutions to questions pertaining to 
the mtive forces of our revolution and the worker-peasant alliarce. Consequently, 
after the Japanese surrendered, our party carried out a rightist opportunist 

line put forward by the hidden traitor Lai Tek. 


The MPAJA was disbanded and the armed struggle abandoned. The party's program 
of fighting for national liberation was reduced to that of fighting merely for 
self-government. In so doing, we threw away the fruits of victory that had been 
won. There appeared a period of peaceful struggle. 


The British imperialists staged a come-back and started to slug around again. 
The currency in circulation during the Japanese occupation was simply declared 
invalid without any compensation to the holders. Hunger marches staged by tens 
of thousands of peaceful inhabitants met with bloody suppression. Honored anti- 
Japanese fighters were persecuted. The MPAJA was compelled to demobilize on 

l December 1945. All these events seriously dampened the morale of the broad 
masses of the people. 








iritieh imperiaiiem, out to consolidate ite colonial rule, followed the lead 
of the Japanese fascists in engineering national conflicts. The unity between 
the various nationalities, much strengtheved during the anti-Japanese war, was 
undermined, Our people's atruggle to safeguard and atrive for their common 
interests became very difficult, 


Meanwhile, the British imperialists took advantage of our party's mistakes and 
restored colonial rule without hinderance, Waving done that, the British 
imperialists ii.tensified their attack on our party and people. They wanted our 
party and the revolutionary mase organizations under ite leodership to be 
registered in an attempt to force our party to slide down the road of legalism 
and reformiem, 


When it had consolidated its rule, British imperialiem began to reveal ite 
ferocious features and have recourse to naked violence. One by one, leaders 
of popular organizations were rounded up; bloody suppression of many workers' 
atrikes by troops and police took place. The British offensive finally 
culminated in the declaration of a state of emergency throughout the country 
in 1948, 


Meanwhile, the Malayan union echeme, announced by the British in October 1945, 
had ended in dismal failure. The British then forcibly implemented the federa- 
tion of Malaya scheme on 1 February 1948 in total disregard of the vehement 
opposition of the people of all nationalities and various strata and their 
aspirations for democracy and independence. In so doing, the British separated 
Singapore from the mainland. 


During thie period, Lai Tek returned to the service of his former masters. After 
the capitulation of Japanese fascism, this hidden traitor deliberately fabricated 
a bunch of fallacies. We alleged that the Malayan Chinese and Indians were 
aliene, while the Malays were the indigenous people and that there was an 
imbalance between the development of the revolutionary movement among the Chinese 
and that of the Malays. 


He claimed that the masses, having suffered much, longed for peace. He also 
argued that an atmosphere of peace prevailed internationally since the war and 
with the formation of the United Nations. Based on such argument and pretexts, 
he proposed that open MPAJA unite should be demobilized and their weapons handed 
over, while the secret units should be dissolved and their weapons hidden away. 
Cadres and fighters should be sent out to do masse work and wait until ‘t was 

time to start an armed struggle again. We ‘ rther proposed that the party should 
in the meantime strive for self-government. it should strive for independence 
only at a later date. 


His intrigues were obviously intended to cater to the needs of his British masters. 
if one is bent on opposing the revolution, it is impossible for one to conceal 
one's two-faced nature completely. Concoction and falsehood can only fool people 
for awhile. Misguise, however skillful, will be unmasked eventually. History 
will mete out heavy penalties to those who oppose the party and the revolution. 
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The lies coneoeted by Lai Tek would be gradually exposed, Much of his analysis 
of the situation and many of his views and questions of party policy, organiza- 
tion and task were wrong. lis dictatorial style of work aleo aroused dissatia~- 
faction, 


in December 1946, the Central Committee of our party began ite struggle againat 
the hidden traitor Lai Tek, In May 1947, he was exposed and expelled from the 
party. This imperialist agent, who had committed heinous crimes, eventually 
received due punishment. This was a significant victory in our party's etruggle 
against the enemy. 


{26 Jun 81, 1030 GMT, Part IV) 


|Text) Continuation of the third period--the postwar period of peaceful etruggle, 
beginning August 1945 and ending June 1948; 


The Lai Tek incident was the most serious incident involving a hidden traitor 
in the history of our party. The Central Committee carried out full investiga- 
tions into the past history, activities and crimes of this hidden archtraitor. 
The results were communicated to party organizations at various levels for the 
education of party members. From this incident our party learned how to fight 
against the imperialist plot of mounting attacks against the revolutionary 
fortress from within. 


Comrade Chin Peng and Comrade (Yang Kuo) contributed to the struggle to expose 
and repudiate the hidden traitor Lai Tek. A central leading core, with Comrade 
Chin Peng at the head, began to take shape. 


During this period, the party's work encountered a lot of difficulties because 
of the mistakes in our political line. Imperialism intensified its attack on 

the revolutionary .orces, while the reactionary forces became even more arrogant. 
The middle forces began to waver and even broke off relations with us. Many 
strike actions encountered seriour obstructions and could not achieve victory. 
Work among the masses was making slow progress and, in some cases, was even at 

a standstill or a decline. 


The party's mistakes in its political line during this period also brought about 
a right revisionist mistake in the organizational line. The authority of the 
party's central and local organs was weakened. Supervision and education of 
cadres slackened, and the revolutionary fervor of not a few cadres diminished. 


Within the party, there were serious ultrademocratic tendencies. Meanwhile, 
ideological problems within the party were exaggerated and alleged to as an 
organizational crisis by the hidden traitor Lai Tek to cover up his own evil 
doings. te resorted to ultraleftist measures in carrying out a correction 
drive, hitting at a number of cadres. 


The CPM is a proletarian revolutionary party, loyal to Marxism-Leninism and 
totally committed to struggle for the interests of our people. Although we 
pursued an erroneous line, we still managed to preserve our secret party 
organizations, retained more than 8,000 firearms of various types and plenty of 
ammunition and unfolded a broadly based mass movement. 

















In accordance with the needs of the time, our party correctly decided to adopt 
4 combination of secret and open forme of organization and activity, Party 
organizations, from the Central Committee right down to every party branch, 
were all kept secret, The secret organizations formed the core leading the 
various campaigns, Such an arrangement made it difficult for the !mpertaliste 
to cause major damage te the party. 


Meanwhile, the party made good use of existing conditions to set up open party 
offices and progressive mass organizations with a total membership of half a 
million to engage in open activities to the furthest extent. These moves helped 
to expand the political influence of our party and served to unite and mobilize 
the broad masses of all nationalities in various strata to rise up and struggle. 


After the demobilization of open MPAJA fighters, our party organized them into 
the MPAJA ex=service comrades association, The party set up the Pan Malayan 
Federation of Trade Unions, or PMFTU, with a membership of over 400,000 of a)! 
nationalities. 


The party led a general strike of all the rubber estate workers in the country, 
in which over 100,000 Indian rubber estate workers took part. It also led 
workers of various trades in the various states in numerous strikes. Among them 
were workers in Singapore; rubber estate workers in Johor, Melaka and in Bahau 
and Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan; coal mine workers in Batuarang; tin mine 
workers in Sungai Besi; rubber estate workers in Kajang, Selangor; tin mine 
workers in Sungai Lembing, Pahang; workers in tin mines, rubber and palm oil 
estates in Perak; dock workers in Penang and the rubber estate workers in Kulim, 
Kedah--these strikes were held to oppose the cruel exploitation and brutal 
persecution of the imperialists and big capitalists and to fight for the 
workers’ basic rights and better living conditions. 


On the basis of the workers’ movement, the unity of workers of various nationali- 
ties was strengthened. Our party made tremendous progress in its work among 

the Indian workers. More than 400 advanced elements of the indian nationality 
joined our party ranks. 


Our work among Chinese and Malay workers also obtained good results. The party 
set up the Malayan Peasant Front, whose members consisted of Malay peasants, and 
tie All-Malaya Peasant Union, whose members consisted of Chinese peasants. 


The party mobilized the broad peasant masses, particularly the Malay peasants, 

in sounting actions against oppress.on and exploitation. This took place in 
Temerloh and Benta, Pahang; Selama, Kuala Kangear and Cemor, Perak; Alor Setar 
ad Jitra, Kedah; Kajang, Ulu Langat and Tanjung Karang, Selangor; Seremban, 
lelebu and Kuala Pilah, Negeri Sembilan; Muar and Tangkak, Johor, as well as in 
other areas. These actions raised the revolutionary consciousness of the peasant 
masses. 


by the latter part of the period of peace, about 300 advanced elements of Malay 
nationality joined our party's ranks. More than 20,000 Malay peasants joined 
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the Malayan Peasant Front, The party aleo established euch organizations ar 

the Malayan New Democratic Youth League, the Association of Conscious Youth, 

or APL |Amglatam Pemuda Inaaf], the Pan Malayan Women's Federation and so on, 
Youths, women, students, intellectuals and masses of other strata were mobilised 
to launch a variety of progressive activities and broaden the united front, 


The party produced secret documents for internal atudy and published and publicly 
sold newspapers, periodicale and books in various languages. These included 

the Chinese daily (LIN SIAN PAO), Cultural bodies were set up and masse rallies 
held, We carried out propaganda and educational work on a broad scale as well 

as revolutionary and progressive cultural activities. Tens of thousands of people 
from all walks of life turned out at mass rallies organized by the party. In 

1947, Comrade (Liu Ah Liang), the open representative of our party in Singapore, 
was tortured to death by the British. More than 20,000 people attended the 
funeral procession, 


Under conditions existing then, it was necessary and correct for the party to 
establish such organizations and carried out such activities. Our party did 
achieve some result during this period, However, because an erroneous line 
was pureved, the revolution as a whole did not make any advance and retreated 
instead. 


By the latter part of the period of peace, party membership had dropped to 6,000. 
In the meantime, the British mounted even more frenzied attacks on the revolu- 
tionary forces. Consequently, the party and the people found themselves in an 
increasingly difficult situation. 


On 17 October 1945, with the encouragement of our party and other progressive 
forces, the Malayan Nationalist Party of Malaya [Parti Kebangsaan Melayu Malaya, 
PKMM) was officially founded in Ipoh, Perak. This progressive party rapidly 
developed into a nationwide political party with some 10,000 members. It 

enjoyed extensive influence among the Malays of various strata. It played a 
political role in awakening and arousing the Malay masses to rise up in opposition 
to British colonial rule and struggle for independence. 


The formation and development of the PKMM testified to the fact that the 
communists, nationalities and religious figures of our country not only must, 
but could, rally and work together to oppose a common enemy and safeguard the 
interests of the nation and people. 


The PKMM was banned by the British after the declaration of emergency in 

June 1948, The mass of its cadres and members were subjected to brutal persecu- 
tion. During this period, too, the Pusat Tenaga Rakyat [manpower center], or 
Putera, and the All Malaya Council of Joint Action [Majelis Bergerak Serentak 
Se-Melaya], or AMCJA, were set up with the encouragement of our party and other 
progressive forces, Together, these two organizations formed the broadest united 
front, encompassing all the patriotic parties, progressive mass organizations 
and patriotic and democratic figures in the country. They conducted various 
political campaigns and drafted a people's constitution. 














People of all nationalities and various strata rallied to the cause and took part 
in masse rallies, demonstrations and other forms of action to oppose British colonial 
rule, A general strike and boycott of school classes broke out on an unprecedented 
scale in October 1947 and again in February 1948 throughout the country, including 


Singapore, 


These two organizations and the political movement unfolded by them were anti- 
imperialist and anticolonial in nature and enjoyed extensive influence, However, 
under the influence of the erroneous line of our party, the two organisations 
limited the object of their struggle within the framework of their government. 
Therefore, they could not deal a heavier blow to the enemy. 





After the surrender of the Japanese fascists, Indonesia and Vietnam successively 
declared their independence. Supported by the British, the French and Dutch 
colonialists dispatched large numbers of troops to these two countries to carry 
out armed suppression in their attempt to restore colonial rule. The Vietnamese 
and Indonesian peoples embarked on a just war againet aggression. 


Upholding the banner of proletarian internationaliem, our party supported the just 
war through various campaigns and by various means, Our party initiated the 
formation of a volunteer corps in aid of the Vietnamese people. Many of our 
comrades enthusiastically enlisted in the volunteer corps. Due to obstruction 

of the British, the plan to send a volunteer corps to Vietnam did not materialize. 
Our party also sent a number of party members to support the Indonesian people 

in the war against the Dutch colonialists. 


With the surrender of the Japanese fascists, more than 100 revolutionary elements 
of the Indian nationality formerly under the influence of the Communist Party of 
India joined the revolutionary ranks of our party and worked for the liberation 
cause of the Malayan people. 


in 1946, the broad »asses of workers, peasants 1d patriotic soldiers in India 
launched a large scale struggle for national independence. Their struggle 

shook British colonial rule in India and accelerated the process of India's 
independence movement. Our party undertook propaganda work to call on the 

broad masses of our people, especially workers of Indian nationality, to strongly 
support the independence struggle of the Indian people. 


tn February 1948, our party's Central Committee, independently and on its own 
initiative, criticized and repudiated the right opportunist line and laid down 
a correct Marxist-Leninist line. The situation was becoming very tense. In 
May 1948, our party Central Committee passed a resolution calling for preparations 
to be made for armed struggle. The Central Committee also passed a decision on 
the rectification of the party. Thus, the necessary ideological, political and 
organizational preparations were made to meet the military onslaught of British 
imperialism head-on. This step played a great historic role in a later success 
in smashing a surprise attack of the enemy, in effecting a strategic shift from 
people's struggle to armed struggle and in promoting the development of the 
revolution in our country. 
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Experience during this period telle ua that: 


|, The correctness or otherwise of the political line is of decisive significance 
to the success of the revolution, Generally speaking, a correct line will enable 
the revolution to make progress; an erroneous line will inevitably bring about 

a setback in the revolution, It has been proved in practice that open and legal 
political campaigns are very important to our cause, but euch campaigns can never 
hope to overthrow the enemy's rule, even if they have made much headway. Abandon- 
ing the armed struggle can only mean burying the fruite of the revolution, 

Victory in the revolution will only come about if we persist in the armed struggle. 


2. The infiltration of enemy agente can bring serious damage to the party and 
revolution, It is thus necessary to raise our theoretical level, enhance our 
political vigilance know how to discern the camouflage of the counterrevolutionary 
enemies. All this is necessary to maintain the purity of our party ranks, 
particularly of the leading organs at all levele and guard against the danger 

of being attacked from front and rear in our intense struggle with the enemy. 


3. The imperialists and the reactionaries are cunning and ferocious enemies. 
We must never have any illusions about them. In order to maintain our close 
ties with the masses, our party must make use of open and legal form of 
organization and activity. It is wrong to negate or underestimate such forms 
of organization and activity. However, we rust always preserve the secret 
organizations of the party and the revolutionary masses. We must rely mainly 
on the secret organizations and be fully on the alert to deal with any surprise 
attack the enemy may unleash at any time. Only by correctly handling the relation- 
ship between the two forms of struggle--the secret and illegal on the one side 
and the open and the legal on the other--in accordance with concrete conditions 
can the revolutionary forces be preserved and expanded. 


The fourth period—-the period of the anti-British national liberation war from 
June 1948 until today: 


As soon as our party began to rectify its mistakes, the British imperialists 
launched their full-scale suppression. On the night of 20 June 1948, they 
carried out mass arrests throughout the country, rounding up more than 

600 communist party members and supporters of the revolutionary cause. Sub- 
sequently, they banned all progressive political parties, trade unions and 
other mass organizations, declared a state of emergency throughout the country, 
implemented the so-called emergency regulation and dispatched large numbers 
of troops and police to attack the revolutionary forces. By means of this 
sudden attack, the enemy tried to destroy at one stroke our party and the 
revolutionary movement under its leadership. However, our party, which had 
made a correct appraisal of the probable development of the situation and 
completed (he necessary preparation, did not lose many cadres and our party 
organization remained intact. 


The party Central Committee had carried out timely political mobilization among 
the entire party membership, preparing them for an armed struggle. At the same 
time, the party speedily transferred most of its forces to the rural areas and 
set about building up its armed forces. Because of this, the enemy's plot 
failed ignominiously. 
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In facing the enemy's armed suppression, our party resolutely led the people 
of all nationalities in taking up arms once again to carry out heroic armed 
resistance, thereby returning to the road of using the countryside to encircle 
the city and seiring political power by armed force, 


The raging flames of people's war spread to the Length and breadth of our country. 
Our revolution entered a new historical era, the period of the anti-British 
national liberation war. This is an earth-shaking period in the history of our 
party and our fatherland. 


During the first few years of the war, the political line of our party was 
basically correct. Our party published a program which called for the expulsion 
of the British imperialists from Malaya and the establishment of the People's 
Democratic Republic of Malaya. 


The party consolidated its own ranks, both ideologically and organizationally, 
established and expanded the Malayan National Liberation Army, used the rural 
areas under its influence as bases to embark on guerrilla warfare and unfolded 
combat actions, wiped out enemy effectives and captured enemy weapons to 
equip ourselves as well as vigorously mobilized the worker-peasant masses in 
the rural areas to support the war. 


imbued with the indomitable spirit of the proletariat, our party provided 
leadership for the great national liberation war. The whole party and army 
fought furious battles and the revolutionary masses of all nationalities con- 
ducted a heroic struggle. We won great victory. 


However, in the early part of the war, the party committed left deviationist 
mistakes in its direction of the war and in its policy. These mistakes were 
manifested mainly in: 


i. The tendency of taking the encwy Lightly and hoping for a quick victory, 

the formulation and implemente’ion of the strategic plan--which called for the 
concentration of our main forces--and the establishment of a central base area 

in disregard of the reality of the situation. All these stemmed from an 
underestimate of the unfavorable factors of our revolutionary war and diffi- 
culties caused by the great disparity in strength between ourselves and the enemy. 


2. Placing undue stress on the role of combat actions fought vy the army and 
other military operations, while neglecting other forces which could have been 
mobilized to support the revolution and isolate the enemy. 


2, Not taking meticulous care over the tactics of struggle; adopting a policy 
which gave undue stress to attacking the middle bourgeoisie; in mass actions 
under our leadership, not fully adhering to the principle of conducting 
struggles on just ground, to our advantage and with restraint and sometimes 
not giving proper attention to the immediate interests of the masses. 














4. Carrying out unrestrained military operations in cities and towne in a direct 
tie-up with the armed struggle in the rural areas, 


As «4 result of these mistakes, the party landed itself in difficulties when it 
came under enemy attack, After several months of efforts fol lowing the outbreak 
of the war, our party completed the task of rebuilding the armed forces in the 
various states, 


The CPM Central Committee decided to make all the names and organizations of the 
armed unite uniform and published a manifesto on the founding of our army. On 

1 February 1949, the Malayan National Liberation Army [MNLA] and its general 
headquarters were formally established, composed of fine sons and daughters of 
all nationalities and entirely struggling in the interest of the people of 

all nationalities under the absolute leadership of the CPM. 


it is a revolutionary army, armed with Marxism-Leniniem-Mao Zedone Thought. It 
carries lofty ideals and is valiant and proficient in fighting. It ts solidly 
united and its commanders and fighters are equal. It maintains strict 
discipline and high morale and is closely Linked with the broad masses. 





The CPM and the army under its leadership have posed a serious threat to the 
reactionary rule of the enemy. Our people of all nationalities have placed 
their hope for liberation on them. 


On 21 May 1949, the lOth Regiment of the MNLA was born in Temerloh, Pahang. It 
was a people's army of a new type. Its members, from commanders to fighters, 
were all communists of Malayan nationality. The birth of this regiment was of 
great significant in the history of our revolution. 


Commanded by Comrade Abdullah C.D., this heroic regiment has been operating 
over extensive areas and has enjoyed the sincere support of the broad peasant 
masses of the Malay nationality. The 10th Regiment has tempered itself in the 
flames of war and has fought .nd won many memorable battles and inflicted heavy 
blows on the enemy. 


The PRC was founded on 1 October 1949. The victory of the new democratic 
revolution of China was yet another great historic victory of the people of 
the world, following that of the October Socialist Revolution in Russia and the 


worldwide antifascist war. 


The birth of new China weakened the strength of the imperialists and reactionaries 
in the world. It was a tremendous source of inspiration to the Malayan people 
and the progressive people. 


When the armed struggle was rapidly expanding from 1949 until 1950, the (Lan Juis) 
and(Siao Lioh) anti-party incidents took place. (Lan Juis), who was a member 

of the South Johor regional committee, openly spread word in the army that the 
armed struggle was useless. He suggested that subordinates should only obey 
their immediate superiors on a higher level. He deceived a number of comrades 
and undermined the party leadership. 





(Siao Lioh), whe was deputy head of the working committee of the North Johor 
and Melaka 2d Army circulated a document, entitled: "Key of the Malayan 
Revolution.” In the document, in opposition to the party program, he proposed 
an equal dist bution of rubber estates among peasants and workers. Speaking 
among the ti ops, he alleged that the armed struggle had failed and dispersed 
several armed units, 


The two cruel and counterrevolutionary traitors and plotters attacked the party 
Central Committee, Their indisciplined actions were intended to split and 
undermine the armed struggle. 


Our party firmly stood up against them, crushed the anti-party and counter- 
revolutionary plot and succeeded in dispelling its harmful influence in time, 


On 6 October 1951, one of our army units shot and killed (Henry Gun), the so-called 
high commissioner to the Malayan federation in an ambush laid on a highway in 
Fraser Hill on the Pahang-Selangor border. (Henry Gun) was one of the leading 
politicians of the British imperialists in our country of that time, 


it was a splendid and significant victory. The broad masses applauded the 
victory, while the enemy was stunned, 
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MALAYSLA 


BICKERING BETWEEN TWO CIVIC FLGURES REPORTED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 23 Jun 81 p 5 


[Text] Tan Teow Chong, chief commanding officer of MCA [Malaysian Chinese Associa- 
tion] Youth's Vanguard Guard, criticized Dr Lim Keng Yaik, chairman of the Gerakan 
[Malaysian People's Movement] for having "jokingly" referred to the 5 million ethnic 
Chinese in Malaysia as "leftist" and conspiring to sow fear and suspicion between 
Chinese and Malay races in order to build up his own party. 

e 
Tan said that on 13 June Dr Lim aired his political view about "leftism" and 
“rightism" to a Malay reporter and smugly claimed that "the Gerakan is a rightist 
party, while the MCA has leftist tendencies and may even quit the National Front 
soon.” This interview appeared as the lead story on the front page of a Malay news- 
paper UTUSAN EMLAYU on 15 June, which caused a big stir in the Malay community. 
Needless to say, Dr Lim achieved his goal as a conspirator. 


Tan, concurrently secretary of Perak MCA Youth League, today vehementay disputed 
Dr Lim's opinion, charging the latter with wickedly and willfully goading Malay 
compatriots to look uown upon Chinese compatriots for his selfish purposes. 


Tan's rebuttal pointed out that Dr Lim's bombastic press statement was translated 
and published in some Chinese newspapers, which enabled the Chinese community to 
learn of the true situation and of Dr Lim's scheme, Whereupon Dr Lim, fearing un- 
covery of his scheme, immediately instructed his party's Central Publicity Bureau to 
issue a denial and clarification of the whole issue, in order to exunerate himself. 


Tan's rebuttal continued: "If Dr Lim Keng Yaik claimed he never uttered those 
evil words, let us ask him why he did not issue a denial when UTUSAN MELAYU pub- 
lished his interview on its front page. But when his interview was translated and 
published in some Chinese newspapers, why did he hurriedly issue a denial and 
clarification? He even said that ‘it is unfortunate that this joke has been taken 
seriously by somebody and reported in the press.’ Let us ask Dr Lim also whether 
his lengthy interview, which covered many political issues and disparaging remarks 
against MCA leaders, was a mere fabrication by the Malay reporter concerned. If 
Dr Lim were courageous, we would suggest that he confront the Malay reporter to 
clear up the matter. We would be glad to provide a suitable place for the open 
face to face meeting and let the public be the judge. If Dr Lim refuses to accept 
this fair judgment and decision, then he cannot claim to be a true gentleman. He 
was just babbling, deceiving one and all." 


Tan Teow Chong concluded by advising Dr Lim Keng Yail to remember always: "A 
gentleman doesn't make jokes!" 
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MALAYSIA 


YOUTH SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT CAN HELP CONTRIBUTE TO CHINESE UNITY 
Selangor KIN KWOK DALLY NEWS in Chinese 23 Jan 81 p 3 


{Text} In today's great confusion within Chinese political parties and social 
organizations, a youth solidarity movement can play a latent role as arbitrator and 
make a positive contribution to the promotion of Chinese unity. 


Thus said Tay Ann Chuan, general chairman of All-Malaysia Youth Solidarity Movement 
at a public gathering last night to inaugurate its officers, establish a 100-member 
National Reconstruction Vanguard Guard and canvass funds for disabled youths. 


In his speech, Tay Ann Chuan said: Much activity has been going on within ethnic 
Chinese political parties or those parties which claim to represent the interests 
of Chinese nationals. Their leaders, representatives in Parliament or state 
assemblies and even plain members, have been running about in droves from place to 
place for I don't know what. It is really a sad and ridiculous situation. 


Of late, leaders of Chinese political parties and social organizations have been 
clamoring louder than ever before for Chinese unity, as if they were singing a 
popular song in a chorus, without bothering to learn about the public reactions. 
But join the chorus they must, for fear of being labeled out-moded, 


Let us ruminate quietly: The slogan of Chinese solidarity has been yelled for so 
many years, but where is the unity of our 5 million compatriots today? What we 
still can see is a total disarray of the Chinese society without any trace of 
solidarity. On the contrary, signs of dissension are on the rise. 


How come? Why is it that the 5 million Chinese are not the least bit impressed by 
the shouting of solidarity by wise leaders of our political parties and social 
organizations? 


The ultimate source of trouble is that those leaders who have been yelling solidarity 
Slogans do not relate the slogans to our struggle for our real interests. They have 
been giving the compatriots an impression that they were shouting the slogans for 
slogan's sake, for their own personal profit or position, without any connection 
with the personal interests of the entire Chinese community. Naturally enough, 

they cannot enjoy the support of the Chinese nationals. 


The Malayians have achieved unity and they are aware of the significance of Malay 
solidarity. They do not yell the solidarity slogan in a hollow voice, but to 
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attain their preset goal in order to fight for the personal interests of the Malay 
people, 


The Malays have united in order to realize the nation's independence, to make the 
Malay language the national language. They continue to be united among themselves 
in order to maintain the 30 percent ownership rights in economic matters, For them, 
unity is a means but not an end, It is of no use for us to talk about unity if we 
lose sight of the goal for which we struggle and the target of our interests for 
which we fight. 


Chinese political parties and social organizations keep yelling about Chinese unity, 
but they never tell the compatriots the meaning of Chinese unity and its short-term 
and long-term goals, or the way to get there, or the basic principles for achieving 
this unity. What we have so far are mere hollow slogans, but no action, 


We must pay attention to the theory of solidarity, and this must be instilled into 
the minds of our compatriots, otherwise they will not understand the purpose or 

significance of Chinese solidarity. We cannot expect our 5 million compatriots to 
follow blindly the slogan of solidarity if we do not have common ideals and goals. 


The Chinese are a people who highly regard the principle of "learning by example." 
When they see with their own eyes the mutual bickering, criticism and sabotage among 
those political parties and social organizations, how can they trust the sincerity 

of the shouting leaders? Would they permit themselves to be united by those so- 
called leaders? There is no unity among political parties and social organizations 
in the first place, so how can they think of guiding and exhorting the Chinese people 
to strive for solidarity? This is ridiculous! 


Why is it that political leaders and their followers are crossing from one Chinese 
political party to another? Their switch in party allegiance is not for the sake 
of Chinese interests, or class struggle, or an ideal, or an ism, or a principle or 
a standpoint. They changed color simply because of personal selfish profit. 


The Youth Solidarity Movement is an organization of youths. It will definitely make 
positive contributions to the promotion of Chinese solidarity, because its member- 
ship is composed of 100,000 Chinese youngsters who will play a major role in the 
economic field and in the cultivation of national leaders in the future. 


As the 100,000 Chinese youths come from Chinese political parties of various hues, 
they can foster mutual understanding among leaders of various political parties 
through nonpolitical solidarity movement organizations. 


Up to the present, only the Youth Solidarity Movement can narrow the gap and reduce 
the misunderstanding among young political leader: >of differing views. Therefore 
this movement is quietly playing an arbitrator's role within the muddled situation 
of Chinese political parties and social organization, opening up a buffer zone for 
the contending parties to resolve their disputes in this noncombat area, which will 
lead to a cease-fire and augur vell as a first important step toward Chinese 
solidarity. 


This buffer zone is getting more and more important to the Chinese society. At the 
same time, the Youth Solidarity Movement will train many young leaders who in due 


48 











course will take an active part in the leadership of various Chinese political 
parties and social organizations, It is clear that this part/cipation constitutes 
an important factor for the cooperation and mutual understanding of Chinese parties 
and organizations and that the Youth Solidarity Movement is doing a practical job 
toward Chinese solidarity and not merely shouting empty slogans. 
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MALAYSIA 


PROMINENT CHINESE EXHORTS COMPATRIOTS TO SAFEGUARD BASIC RIGHTS 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIH POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 24 Jun 81 p 17 


[Text] Lim Kit Siang, secretary general of the Democratic Action Party [DAP] and 
concurrently member of Parliament for Pataling District, read a paper on "The Future 
of Malaysian Chinese" at the party's sixth political symposium held at Potaksin 
recently. 


Excerpts of his speech follow: 


"No matter how discouraging and difficult the prevailing circumstanc.s are, the 
Chinese in Malaysia have no reason to lose hope, Unlike Indonesia, the Philippines 
or Thailand, Malaysia is a multiracial country where no particular nationality 
enjoys a majority. As a matter of fact, Malaysia is composed of various minority 
races. 


"Therefore, as Malaysia's second largest population, we Chinese constitute an indis- 
pensable partner and molder of Malaysia's fate. Here no single race can co trol 
the other component races and guarantee the nation's wholeness. 


"Malaysia would attain greater achievements if all nationalities, including the 
Malays, Chinese, Indians, Iban and Kadasans, could closely cooperate and understand 
one another for their common goal. If we want to safeguard general progress, pros- 
perity and happiness, all of us must be given fair and reasonable treatment. On tlie 
contrary, if all the nationalities distrust one another, and one of them even suffers 
from discrimination, the common goal of progress, prosperity, unity and euuality for 
all is bound to meet with blows and obstacles. Since [sic] MERDEKA, Malaysian 
Chinese have increasingly suffered oppression. They cannot bring their skills and 
energy into full play for the country's well-being. Consequently, a number of 
Chinese are afraid to move ahead and reluctant to make good use of their civic rights 
to take part in and decide Malaysia's fate. 


"I believe that this is an unhealthy situation. If we want Malaysia to develop into 
a prosperous and great nation, all her people must equally play their respective 
civic role jointly to create a future for the country. 


“The present generation of Malaysian Chinese must bear responsibility for the failure 
anc shortsightedness of our forefathers. 


50 








"The tragedy of the Vietnamese refugees in 1978 haa left a deep impression on us, 
The plight of 500,000 Vietnamese people who grappled for their very lives-<in fact, 
some 250,000 of them and their gold bullion drowned in the South China Sea--should 
teach us 4 lesson that we should alwaye be concerned with politics. 


"Today's Malayeian Chinese are paying the price for our ancestors’ indifferent and 
apathetic attitude toward politics, Those who claimed to represent the interests 
of the Chinese always resorted to appeasement tactice, which made a few rich Chinese 
become richer, 


"Without the approval and support of the MCA [Malayeian Chinese Association] and the 
Gerakan [Malaysian People's Movement], 411 government policies and programs detri- 
mental to the intereste of ethnic Chinese citizens could not be adopted. The pro- 
mulgation of those disadvantageous rules and regulations in the fields of politics, 
economy, education, culture and society has been made possible by the support of 
the above-mentioned political parties. 


"As a matter of fact, a former MCA Cabinet member, Chen Wing Sum, once divulged the 
workings of the National Front Cabinet system to the effect that all laws and policies 
must be passed by unanimous vote before they can be implemented, 


"Therefore, political unfairness is reflected in the distribution of Parliamentary 
seats, as is the case with Pataling District where the Chinese constituents enjoy 

a majority with about 100,000 voters compared with parliamentary representation of 
certain Malay-dominated districts, each with only 25,000 voters. Economica)ly, 

the unfairness is reflected in the fact that over 1 million inhabitants of the new 
villages are being deprived of participation in national development. In educational 
and cultural matters, the ethnic Chinese are deprived of their due rights to get 

a mother-tongue education, the opportunity to establish the Merdeka University or 

to receive proper higher education. These educational and cultural rights have 
merely become MCA's and the Gerakan's stepping-stone. 


"The MCA recently used money to play politics, when it failed to safeguard the 
political right of Malaysian Chinese. This party attempted to buy over its opposing 
political leaders, whether they be members of Parliament of state assemblies, the 
Gerakan or the DAP, through material inducement. At the same time, it tried to gain 
support of Malaysian Chinese by offering them the right to buy shares in various 
states. 


"Through this new ‘drug,’ the MCA hopes to dope the Chinese in Malaysia into believing 
that at present they have the opportunity to take part in moneymaking projects and 
that all other problems faced by them in various fields can be forgotten. 


"The economy of the seventies should have taught everybody a lesson that although 
you may earn MS$50,000 to M$100,000 today or tomorrow, this profit may disappear the 
day after tomorrow if those people holding true political power issue an order. 


"The MCA may temporarily enjoy the pleasure of making money through the control of 
shares, but this cannot guarantee the future of the Malaysian Chinese; in fact, it 
can change into a nightmare for them. Only by exercising their rights and obliga- 
tions as Malaysian citizens can the Malaysian Chinese safeguard their own basic 
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righte and their future, Without political rights and the corresponding political 
rights due Malaysian Chinese, every other effort would be meaningless. in political 
matters, the Chinese in Malayeia do not intend to muscle out the Malaye. What 

they want ie merely their legitimate political rights." 
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EDITORLAL BLAMES SOUTHERN PROBLEMS ON OFFICIALS, BCONOMIC PROBLEMS 
Bangkok SLAM RAT in Thai 26 May 61 p 5 
[Editerial: “New Problems of the South") 


[Text] Today's South has become of great concern. Although it covers a very rich 
country where individuais are highly skilled and capable of performing administrative 
duties at the national level, however, these people are unable to solve their chronic 
and immediate problems arising from the changing situation. 


News from the South has worried Thais tremendously. The news ranges from terrorist 
activities by various terrorist organizations, and those of the Communist Party of 
Thailand, whose skills of destruction are greater than elsewhere. There also are 
secessionists whose increasing terrorist activities are coordinated and supported 

by foreign nations. In addition, Chinese Communist terrorists, although their targets 
are outside Thailand, have begun their operations from a base in Thailand, thus 
causing trouble throughout the provinces on the border. 


Changes in the situation and serious new problems currently facing the government in 
the south inelude the proliferation of bandite. This makes safety and security 
almos: nonexistent for Southerners. Worse, government officials have become outlaws 
themselves, committing robberies and extortion to a great extent against the local 
citizens. 


Another situation which we see as most dangerous is the fact that the economy of the 
South has become unprecedentedly worse due to the decrease in production of the 
South's important resources such as rubber and tin. These have plummeted to the 
lowest level, thus affecting a great number of people whose lives depend on the pro- 
duction of these resources. Although this economic situation is a result of the 
world economic forces, there have been several solutions advocated which the govern- 
ment could have taken in order to alleviate the problems. However, there has been 
no movement toward these measures thus showing the government's indifference. 


As mentioned earlier, the present government comprises native born Southerners or 
long-time residents, whose understanding of the problems of the South are superior 

to others. The current government administration of the South boggles the mind when 
they say that the problems are far from serious. It can then be interpreted either 
that the government has exhausted its capabilities to deal with the problems, or that 
these problems are not real and can be ignored. 
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SOUTHERN PROBLEMS LAID TO ‘THIRD HAND’, LACK OF HOT PURSUIT 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 27 May 61 p 6 
[Article by “Betong Student": "“Betong's Problems are not National Problems?") 


[Text] Betong Dietrict [Yala Province) was once a peaceful place where most of its 
residents worked in rubber plantations, whose standard of living was fairly good, 
and whose lives were happy. Betong was once called the place of swallows since all 
the swallows returned there at dusk from all directions to their sanctuary in Betong. 
(It is illegal to shoot swallows in Betong). 


Such a memorable picture and happiness have now disappeared from Betong since its 
swallow-loving residents are being killed one by one without any protection from their 
beloved government. Betong residents have all cried out for help from the government 
to mercifully protect them from terroriem, but the response they received was in- 
difference or a cold response, claiming “the situation in Betong is not serious and 
does not merit any concern because the problems involve only ordinary outlaws". 

(This was the response from Deputy Interior Minister Phisan Moonsartsathorn during 

the interview.) 


At present Betong residents are doubtful of the government's slogan that the people's 
problems are the nation's problems. 


Aren't Betong's problems national problems? 


The population of Betong consists of 80 percent Sino-Thai who are Buddhists, and 
20 percent Thai muslims. These two ethnic groups have lived together happily for 
a long time as is evidenced by many intermarriages among them, for they have lived 
like brothers in harmony without racial prejudice, especially toward Thai Muslims. 
But why are non-Muslim Thais being killed? 


The roots of the problem are as follows: 


l. The terrorists’ desire to expand their influence in Betong since it is considered 
an important strategic area for them. 


Being a rice bowl, Betong has high quality rubber plantations whose export production 
has brought Thailand 600 million baht per year. In addition, a great number of 
Malaysian tourists have visited Betong within the past 2-3 years, thus creating a 
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& boom in commerce and hotel businesses, If the terrorists are succesaful in ex- 
panding their influence, they will be able to logistically support their cause 
without interruptions, This has proved to be true as we see notes demanding ransom 
everywhere. The terrorists have also threatened workers to leave the rubber plan- 
tations and replaced them with their members. This has provided their movement 
with a large source of income, 


hetong is situated only three kilometers from Malaysia. Through full support from 
foreign nations, the terrorists use Betong ae their strategic base where they Launch 
their terrorist activities and then flee into Malaysia. This strategy makes its 
impossible for Thai officials to wipe them out since Thailand has disadvantageously 
made an agreement with Malaysia on the border issue. 


An actual incident took place in the middle of May this year, when the terrorists 
launched their activity in a village in Betong by threatening non-Muslim Thais to 
leave their villages. Those who resisted were killed and their houses set on fire. 
Upon learning of the incident, Thai police rushed to the scene, only to see that the 
terrorists were crossing the border where the Thai police caught up with them. During 
the clash at the border, an unmarked helicopter gunship tried to deter Thai police 

by strafing them. (The information was the text of an interview with Chatea-nga 
Molichat, Betong district officer, who was immediately transferred following the 
interview). 


The terrorists’ expansion of their influence in Betong was first seen in the movement 
of Thai Muslims from neighboring provinces illegally across the border to work in 
the rubber plantations where Sino Thais had been working. This activity was totally 
condoned by the Malaysian government. The deploymer* of Muslim Thais to work along 
the border was seen as paving the way for the terrorists’ next activity, which was 
done by threatening villagers to leave the border rubber plantations and replacing 
them with their own members. Such activity therefore helped spread their influence 


throughout Betong. 


2. tetong is a refuge for the Malaysian Communist Party [MCP] for decades. This 

has been a thorny problem for che Malaysian government. When the government initiates 
a rigorous suppression effort against the MCP, they flee across the border into 
Thailand and the sweep is fruitless. The Malaysian government therefore has asked 
Thailand for cooperation, and both countries signed a border agreement in 1965. 
Following the agreement, Thailand gave full cooperation, allowing Malaysian battalions 
ro deploy freely in Thailand, by simply informing the Thai Government. As a result, 
Malaysian troop carriers and APC's, as well as helicopters operated on a daily basis 
in Betong as though it were part of Malaysia. 


worse yet, the Thai government let them bomb rubber plantations, rape village women, 
ame kili whole families. The victims’ bodies would then be clothed in Communist 
uniforms and dragged across the border to the Malaysian side to be displayed as 
Communists. Fortunately, a member of on victim's family was an official at the 
Interior Ministry, who was able to retrieve the bodies. Betong citizens were anxious 
to seek justice from the Thai government, but they felt helpless because their com 
plaints were not heeded by the government. Within the past 2-3 years we in Betong 
have lived under dictatorship and half-way democracy. We appreciate and value 
democracy because it allows us to protect our lives and personal property, and it 
enabvles us to join hands to eliminate foreign invasion. This we did with success 
during the regime of Seni Pramote. 
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At present the terrorists have successfully created conditions for their activities 
ae about 80 terrorists in the Betong area have proselytized among Thai Muslims and 
threatened them that unless they fled to Malayeia, they would be killed by Chinese 
bandits. Although there was no killing or extortion, some 800 Thai Muslims fled to 
Malaysia, causing criticiem from all over the world to the effect that Thailand is 
unable to provide security for ite people. But to convince these Thais to return 
to Thailand, the Chinese bandits or the Communists must firet be liquidated. 


3. The bandit terrorists wish to create a situation whereby the international 
community would recognize their status, as is the case with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. The 800 Thai Muslims who fled to Malaysia wanted to let the world know 
that they were not provided safety and security, but were oppressed by the Thai 
Government. 


As for this type of reasoning, it has been reported that Col Qadhdhafi of Libya will 
petition the United Nations to recognize the existence of PULO [Pattani United Liber- 
ation Organization] bandit-cerrorists. 


The above incidents happened at a district level, but have become more and more 
serious. As of May 21, 33 Betong residents have been killed. 


We in Betong have high hope that the Thai government will not desert us, and will 
try to give special attention to solving the problem. This is because the Thais 

of Betong do not wish to become a part of a racially prejudiced country. We fervently 
desire to be part of Thailand, our beloved country, where all Thais, Buddhists or 
Muslims, Sino-Thais and others are brothers. We all love our fatherland because 

it is where cultural assimilation is most flourishing; it is so much so that an 
American sociologist once called it the process of “Thailandization". 


The problems of Betong are the problems of the nation, and the government should 


understand the actual situation and take prompt action to solve these problems 
immediately before it is too late. 


9013 
CSO: 4207/39 END 


56 








END OF 
FICHE 





DATE FILMED 
/O Aug (9B 





